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INTRODUCTION

CALIFORNIA'S DEMONSTRATION STATE FOREST SYSTEM

The demonstration state forest system of the California
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CDF) was established
in the mid-1940's to furnish local needs of research,
demonstration, and education related to forest management.
Currently, the demonstration state forest (DSF) system
encompasses over 71,000 acres of land in the form of eight state
forests. DSFs are healthy, living forests which demonstrate
conservation and protection of wildlife, fisheries, vegetation,
soil, and watershed resources as well as sustained-yield forest
management activities.

The Soquel Demonstration State Forest (SDSF), the first addition
to the DSF system in over 40 years, contains 2,681 acres of coast
redwood and mixed evergreen forest types. Former Assemblyman Sam
Farr authored SDSF's enabling legislation, Assembly Bill 1965 of
1987 (now Public Resources Code (PRC) Sections 4660-4664), which
provided for the protection and preservation of the SDSF as an
intensively managed educational and research forest, and
contained special provisions for the use of SDSF, including a
limited amount of commercial timber operations on the property
within the SDSF in order to provide funds for the maintenance and
operation of SDSF, reasonable capital costs, and other expenses
incurred in fulfilling the objectives of PRC Section 4660 on
SDSF. AB 1965 is reprinted in Appendix A of this plan.

SDSF was formally transferred from its interim managers, The
Nature Conservancy (TNC), to CDF on July 13, 1990. Former CDF
Director Harold Walt, former Assemblyman Sam Farr, a
representative of State Controller Gray Davis, and Steve Johnson
of TNC dedicated the Forest, emphasizing the nature and purpose
of this addition to the DSF system.

SDSF is unique among California's demonstration state forests in
that an advisory committee was formed to assist the Department in
planning future management of the Forest. The Advisory
Committee, also required by AB 1965, met monthly during the
planning process to discuss draft chapters and offer suggestions
to the Forest staff. While the intent of the Advisory Committee
was to facilitate the creation of this General Forest Management
Plan, the group will continue to meet periodically to discuss
plan implementation and additional management designs.

THE GENERAL FOREST MANAGEMENT PLAN

Following the acquisition of the SDSF property (see the
Administration chapter), TNC created an interim management plan
for what they called the Soquel Creek Forest. Recognized as a



temporary plan, TNC's document provided direction for current and
future management decisions involving SDSF. This new General
Forest Management Plan incorporates elements of the TNC plan and
information from other sources.

The General Forest Management Plan has been developed with input
from the public and resource professionals. Public workshops
were held to obtain feelings, opinions, and factual information
about the management of SDSF's forest resources. Furthermore,
individuals representing many interests contributed data,
publications, and personal knowledge for consideration through
conversation with Forest staff. Public comments and concerns
relating to various subjects are summarized in each chapter. A
supplemental document, titled Public Input to the Soquel
Demonstration State Forest General Management Plan, presents all
input received during the development of the draft plan which was
completed in October, 1993.

Local resource professionals contributed a significant amount to
this plan. Knowledgeable individuals served on the Advisory
Committee, provided factual information about various resources,
and composed elements of the plan itself. Without their
assistance and experience, this management plan could not have
been written.

The environmental impacts of this management plan have been
thoroughly investigated by Jones and Stokes Associates, Inc. in a
program environmental impact report (EIR) which was completed in
compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).
A primary objective of this program EIR is to identify mitigation
measures to reduce or avoid adverse environmental impacts that
could result from implementation of any SDSF projects. As
required by CEQA, mitigation measures identified from this EIR
have been incorporated into a Monitoring Plan located in Appendix
C.

FUTURE PLANNING

As indicated throughout this plan, SDSF staff will continue to
formulate more specific management guidelines and planned
actions. Detailed plans for the management of components such as
recreation, education, fisheriesg, wildlife, and fire protection,
will be developed in the future.

This SDSF General Forest Management Plan will be in effect until
it is either amended or a new plan is adopted in accordance with
the procedures prescribed in PRC Section 4663. Working with the
Advisory Committee, CDF will reexamine the General Forest
Management Plan every ten years and determine whether any changes
are necessary or desirable. This plan embodies the legislative
intent of PRC Sections 4660-4664, and any subsequent amendments
of this plan or any new plan must be consistent with the
interpretations of PRC Sections 4660-4664 contained in this plan
except to the extent, if any, that subsequent legislation changes
that intent. If changes are desired, the changes will be
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developed by CDF and presented to the Advisory Committee for
consideration at one or more public meetings. The changes shall
be approved by the Advisory Committee prior to adoption by the
Department. Any changes will be subject to environmental review
as provided by the California Environmental Quality Act.



MANAGEMENT GOALS

SDSF's management goals represent a combination of legislation,
policy, and public input. PRC Sections 4660-4664, the enabling
legislation for Soquel Demonstration State Forest, is the
preeminent authority with regard to the management of the SDSF.
Consistent with the objectives of that legislation to protect and
preserve SDSF as an intensively managed, multifaceted research
forest and to the extent not in conflict with that enabling
legislation, the SDSF will be managed in accordance with the
state forest system legislation (PRC Sections 4631-4658) and
Board of Forestry policy.

Public Resources Code Section 4660 states that the intent of the
Legislature in establishing the Soquel Demonstration State Forest
is to provide an environment that will do all of the following:

* Provide watershed protection for local communities and
base-1line monitoring and studies of the hazards, risks,
and benefits of forest operations and watersheds to
urban areas.

* Provide public education and examples illustrating
compatible rural land uses, including sustained yield
timber production, as well as the historic development
of timbering and forestry machinery, within the context
of local community protection and nearby pressures.

* Provide a resource for the public, environmental
groups, elected officials, environmental planners, the
educational community, and the media as an open
environment for the inspection and study of
environmental education, forestry practices, and
effects thereof.

* Protect old-growth redwood trees.

As is common in legislation, these objectives contain many
potential conflicts and will require trade offs in
implementation.

Section 4661 further states that the CDF may permit a limited
amount of commercial timber harvesting in order to provide the
funds needed for the maintenance and operation expenses of SDSF,
reasonable capital costs, and other expenses incurred in
fulfilling the objectives of PRC Sections 4660-4664 on SDSF.

Below is a listing of SDSF's general management goals which
elaborate on the legislative intent. Other subjects and greater
detail relating to the topics listed here can be found throughout
the following chapters of this General Forest Management Plan.



DEMONSTRATION AND EDUCATION

Conduct innovative demonstrations and education in forest
management including silviculture, habitat diversity,
logging methods, hydrology, resource protection, and
recreation.

Provide forestry education opportunities for the public,
forest landowners, the educational community, the media,
natural resource professionals, and environmental groups.

Develop interpretive resources to help Forest visitors
understand the various coast redwood forest communities
and the basics of forest land management.

Establish a volunteer program to assist forest staff in
providing forestry interpretation for visitors.

Design and construct a Forestry Education Center to serve
as the Forest's focal point for demonstration and
education activities.

TIMBER MANAGEMENT

Demonstrate sustained-yield with examples of timber
harvesting at a level that is compatible with rural land
use in Santa Cruz County and recreational use of SDSF and
promotes forest health, watershed protection, wildlife,
and fisheries values as well as aesthetic enjoyment.

Protect old-growth redwood and Douglas-fir trees and
recrulit additional late-successional forest stands.

Incorporate demonstration, research, and restoration
objectives into timber management activities whenever
possible.

Study hardwood stand management alternatives including
modification to enhance wildlife habitat, utilization for
various forest products, and conversion to softwood timber
stands consistent with the legislative goals of PRC
Sections 4660-4664.

RESEARCH
Conduct research in forestry and natural resource
management, including the benefits and risks of forest
operations in watersheds close to urban areas.
Serve as a laboratory for in-house projects and encourage
research by other agencies, interest groups, and

educational institutions.

Disseminate information obtained from the State Forest to
appropriate individuals in an effective and timely manner.
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RESOURCE PROTECTION AND ENHANCEMENT

1. Protect, restore, and enhance the significant natural values
of the Soquel Demonstration State Forest.

2. Provide watershed protection and conduct baseline studies
and monitoring of hydrological resources.

3. Demonstrate fire protection using a coordinated fire
prevention and control system which includes education and
enforcement of fire prevention guidelines, Forest patrol,
vegetation management, fuelbreak construction, pre-attack
strategies, and suppression tactics.

4. Improve fisheries and wildlife habitat to foster healthy
populations and promote biodiversity.

5. Monitor and study controls for various forest pests using
Departmental and outside specialists.

6. Study all significant archaeological and historical features
and protect them during all management activities.

7. Conserve soil resources by reducing erosion resulting from
flooding, earthquakes, logging activities, roads, and
trails.

RECREATION

1. Provide for recreational opportunities which are oriented
toward foot, bicycle, and equestrian traffic and include
trails, roads, and picnic areas. Limited camping may be
permitted in the future.

2. Integrate recreation management, forestry education,
resource protection and examples of timber harvesting so as
to demonstrate how they can be compatible.

3. Control fishing, the use of motorized vehicles, shooting,
and hunting to provide for public safety and forest
protection.

PUBLIC COMMENTS AND CONCERNS

Throughout the planning process, members of the public have
indicated that adherence to SDSF's enabling legislation, AB 1965,
is legally required. Neighbors and visitors of the Forest have
communicated that management goals and actions should abide by
the written legislation. CDF intends to abide by this plan and
to act consistently with the intention of the enabling
legislation as expressed in this plan.



PROPERTY DESCRIPTION

LOCATION AND BOUNDARIES

Soquel Demonstration State Forest is located in the center of
Santa Cruz County, California, approximately eight miles
northeast of the city of Santa Cruz (Figure 1). Positioned in
the southern portion of the Santa Cruz Mountains, SDSF is
eighteen air miles south of San Jose and within a two-hour drive
of the San Francisco and Oakland metropolitan areas. Access to
the property is via State Highway 1 or 17 and local county roads.
The entrance to the Forest is from Highland Way, a county road in
the Santa Cruz Mountains that connects State Highway 17 with
Watsonville. Virtually all of the Forest's 2,681 acres are
located within the East Branch of Soquel Creek watershed.

SDSF's boundaries were originally established by metes and bounds
rather than the more familiar township and range system.

Formerly part of the Soquel Augmentation Rancho (a Mexican land
grant), this area has always been defined differently than the
land which surrounds it. Most of the corners listed in the
survey, prepared by George Dunbar of Dunbar Land Surveys, have
been verified and are in place. The Santa Cruz County parcel
numbers for the Forest are 098-101-04; 098-161-02, 06; and
099-181-02, 03, 04, 06.

ADJACENT OWNERSHIP

SDSF is bordered by both state and private property (Figure 2).
The Forest Of Nisene Marks State Park borders the State Forest
for three and one-half miles along Santa Rosalia Ridge to the
south. Approximately three-hundred-forty acres directly east of
the Forest boundary are owned by Roger and Michelle Burch. This
land is managed by Redwood Empire and includes the main entrance
and parking area for the Forest off Highland Way. To the north
and west, the adjacent ownerships are private rural-residential
parcels, including the large holding of Spanish Ranch. Most of
these parcels range in size from 1 to 80 acres. On the southwest
border is the property containing the Olive Springs Quarry, owned
by the CHY Company.

With the considerable amount of private property surrounding the
Forest, public access is currently limited. The only undisputed
public access points into the Forest are from Highland Way and
The Forest of Nisene Marks State Park.



Figure 1. Locator map for SDSF.
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SDSF and adjacent ownerships.
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HISTORY OF OWNERSHIP

Prior to the arrival of Europeans, the Costanocan (also known as
Ohlone) Indians inhabited the area. In the mid-1800's, the title
to the 32,000-acre Soquel Augmentation Rancho was awarded to
Martina Castro de Depeaux viuda de Lodge viuda de Cota, the
daughter of a Spanish Colonial soldier. SDSF was contained
within the rancho, and Martina gave this portion to her daughter,
Antonia Lodge de Peck. Frederick A. Hihn, a German-born
entrepreneur, was able to acquire portions of the Soquel
Augmentation through a discrepancy in legal title. He was
particularly interested in Lodge de Peck's parcel and purchased
it in 1863.

In the 1880's, Hihn established the Valencia-Hihn Company and
began selectively logging the old-growth redwood on his lands to
produce shingles, posts, and rails. Upon his death in 1913,
Hihn's heirs assumed management of his lands and continued to
harvest the area. 1In 1924, the Valencia-Hihn Company sold their
land to the Monterey Bay Redwood Company (MBRC). The MBRC owned
the State Forest property for 37 years and performed extensive
harvest in the 1920's and '30's. They sold their property to the
Glenco Forest Products Company of Sacramento in 1961, which later
changed its name to the CHY Company. Eighteen years later, in
1979, CHY sold the State Forest portion of their land to the
Pelican Timber Company. Additional details about the history of
the Forest can be found in Brian Dillon's Archaeological and
Historical Survey of Soquel Demonstration State Forest (1992).

In 1988, Pelican was involved in a debt-for-nature land swap with
the State of California and the Bank of America (see the
Administration chapter for more details). A result of this land
swap was the creation of SDSF as authorized by former Assemblyman
Sam Farr's Assembly Bill 1965. The Nature Conservancy acted as
the interim managers of the Forest until its transfer to CDF in
1990.

CLIMATE

The climate of the Santa Cruz Mountains is Mediterranean,
characterized by dry, warm summers and wet, cool winters. SDSF
is usually cool and damp because of the dense canopy of forest
vegetation and its location on a north-facing slope. The average
minimum January temperature is 38 degrees Fahrenheit, and the
average maximum July temperature is 76 degrees Fahrenheit.

Most of the precipitation in the area occurs from November
through April. The average annual rainfall for the East Branch
of Soquel Creek is 44 inches (Linsley et al., 1992). At
elevations above 2,000, snowfall occurs about every other year
and averages less than five inches total.

During the late spring and early summer months, Santa Cruz County
often has foggy or cloudy skies. 1In the Forest, this is
generally limited to early morning and late evening hours.
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Winds generally blow from the west or southwest (onshore) and are
mild to moderate throughout the year. Strong winds, however,
come in with winter storms and are strongest at higher
elevations. Pressure gradients inland may occasionally cause
strong northeasterly winds to occur.

SOILS AND GEOLOGY
SOIL TYPES

The parent material of soils found in SDSF is primarily
sedimentary and consists of fine and coarse-grained sandstone,
consolidated shale, weathered mudstone, and siltstone. Schist
and intrusions of granitic rock are also present. There are nine
soil series which developed from these parent materials (Table 1
and Figure 3). They are all deep and well-drained soils except
for the Maymen Stony Loam which is a shallow, well-drained soil.
According to the Soil Conservation Service (1980), most of the
soils support watershed, recreation, and wildlife resources.
Five of the soils (Ben Lomond, Felton, Lompico, Nisene, and
Aptos) also support timber production, with the primary species
being coast redwood and Douglas-fir.

GEOLOGIC ACTIVITY

In 1992, a detailed geologic study was completed by Michael
Manson and Julie Sowma-Bawcom of the California Division of Mines
and Geology. This investigation resulted in a report which
focuses on the process and degree of instability in both the
State Forest and surrounding areas. The report, titled Geology,
Slope Stability, and Earthquake Damage in Soquel Demonstration
State Forest, includes maps of general geologic and geomorphic
characteristics, landslide features (indicating the relative
degree of stability), stream orders, roads to be considered for
abandonment, and Alquist-Priolo Special Studies Zones.
(Alquist-Priolo Special Studies Zones are areas along traces of
the San Andreas Fault where geologic investigations are required
prior to development.)

SDSF is seismically very active. The San Andreas Fault runs
through the northeastern boundary and along the East Branch of
Soquel Creek to the mouth of Ashbury Gulch, where it turns north.
The Zayante Fault, part of the San Andreas Rift Zone, runs
through the southwest edge of the Forest. The epicenter of the
1989 Loma Prieta Earthquake was located approximately 2 miles
south of SDSF, in The Forest of Nisene Marks State Park.

Numerous cracks and fissures dating from the 1989 earthquake have
been located in the State Forest.

Geologic activity, coupled with past fires and severe rain
storms, has helped form the steep terrain found throughout the
Forest. These events have also contributed to the many
landslides present within the inner gorges of streams and along
steep roadcuts. The numerous natural springs and sag ponds found
throughout the Forest are also the result of past geologic
activity.
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Table 1. Soil types and associated erosion hazard of SDSF."
SOIL TYPE PERCENT SLOPE PERCENT ACRES EROSION HAZARD

Ben Lomond 15-50 1. 77 mgderate to
sandy loam high

Ben Lomond :
sandy loam 50-75 11.61 very high
Ben Lomond- .

Felton Complex 30-50 0.66 high

Ben Lomond- -
Felton Complex 50-75 15.81 very high
Hecker :
gravelly loam 50-75 0.48 very high
Lompico-Felton 5_30 7 a4 mgderate to
Complex high
Lompico-Felton 30-50 23.95 high
Complex

Lompico-Felton _

Complex 50-75 14.71 very high
Madonna loam 15-30 0.88 high
jaymen stony 15-30 0.06 high

oam
Maymen stony 30-75 1. .97 h}gh to very
loam high
Nlsene-Aptos 15-30 1.90 mgderate to
Complex high
Nisene-Aptos 30-50 6.76 high
Complex
Nisene-Aptos _ .
Complex 50-75 7.62 very high
Riverwash - 2.94 -
Zayante coarse 30-50 1.44 moderate to

sand

high

"From Soil Survey of Santa Cruz County, California (SCS, 1980)




Locations of soil series in SDSF.

Figure 3.
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The elevation of SDSF ranges from 500 feet at the East Branch of
Soquel Creek to 2,500 feet at the southeast corner on Santa
Rosalia Ridge. The higher elevations occur in the southeast
portion of the Forest and decrease along the ridge going
southwest.

WATER RESOURCES

The East Branch of Soquel Creek is a perennial stream that flows
through the entire length of the Forest. It is fed by the
perennial streams of Fern Gulch and Amaya Creeks from the north,
and numerous unnamed intermittent and ephemeral streams. The
total size of the East Branch watershed is approximately 19
square miles or 12,240 acres.

As previously mentioned, natural springs and sag ponds can be
found in the Forest. The two largest springs are Sulphur
Springs, located on the Sulphur Springs Trail, and Badger
Springs, located near the main picnic area. Badger Springs was
at one time a developed water source as is evident by the remains
of a spring box and steel pipes scattered around the area. A
third spring, located east of Sulphur Springs along Hihn's Mill
Road, was created by the 1989 earthquake.

Amaya Pond, a seasonal body of water, is located in the
northwestern arm of the Forest. Approximately one-half acre in
size, it 1is located on the east side of Amaya Road, approximately

one-third of the way down from Comstock Mill Road. (See
Preliminary Biological Assessment of Soquel Demonstration State
Forest, Santa Cruz County, California, [Holland et al., 1992] for

more details about Amaya Pond.)

The portion of the East Branch that runs through the Forest is
well known for its steelhead rearing habitat. The California
Department of Fish and Game prohibits angling in this part of the
Soquel Creek watershed in order to protect this important
resource. The Fisheries chapter of this report contains more
information on the creek and its fisheries assets.

Soquel Creek, including the East Branch, is also part of the
domestic water supply for the local community. The lower portion
of Soquel Creek serves as part of the natural groundwater
recharge system for residents' wells and supplies surface water
to a number of intakes along the creek. (See the Fisheries and
Watershed chapters for additional information on watershed
condition, use, and management.)

ZONING AND GENERAL PLAN
SDSF is entirely classified as Timber Production Zone (TPZ). As
defined in Government Code Section 51104 (g) and consistent with
Sections 51112 and 51113, TPZ land is devoted to and used for

growing and harvesting timber and other compatible uses as
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defined in Section 51104 (h). Compatible uses include but are not
limited to watershed management, fish and wildlife habitat
management, and outdoor education and recreation activities.

The Santa Cruz County General Plan designates the Forest land as
Mountain Residential. Objectives of this use include protection
of natural resources, retention of rural character, and
maintenance of a healthy environment.

CHARACTERISTIC FEATURES

A distinctive feature of SDSF is its proximity to the large urban
areas of San Francisco Bay, Monterey Bay, and San Jose. This
provides prime opportunities for urban children to experience
forestry education on a first-hand basis.

The natural springs of Sulphur and Badger, as well as other
unnamed springs, are also special to SDSF. These springs, plus
Amaya Pond, enhance particular biotic communities and offer
various research opportunities.

The presence of steelhead trout and a portion of the Soquel Creek
watershed also contribute to the special characteristics of SDSF.
The watershed, second only in size to that of the San Lorenzo
river, represents a system limited to the coastal side of the
Santa Cruz Mountains. One of the largest reasons for this is the
presence of steelhead trout, an anadromous fish species. Once
abundant along the entire west coast, steelhead populations have
declined due to habitat loss and several other factors. The East
Branch of Soquel Creek, the portion of Soquel Creek that flows
through the Forest, supports a steelhead population and its
required habitat. Although coho salmon are not currently
present, their habitat still exists in the watershed.

As mentioned above, the San Andreas Fault and Rift Zone are
directly associated with SDSF. The effects of both ancient and
contemporary seismic activity are apparent throughout the Forest.
The history and future of this very active system make for an
interesting addition to SDSF's abundant natural features.

Finally, the Forest contains six archaeological sites which were
discovered during the archaeological survey (Dillon, 1992). The
Archaeology Chapter of this report describes the sites and their
significance in detail. Both prehistoric and historic, these
sites will enhance SDSF's demonstration and education programs.
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ADMINISTRATION

THE LEASE

On March 7, 1988, State Controller Gray Davis and the Bank of
America settled a thirteen-year long lawsuit over unclaimed bank
accounts. The settlement included $35.7 million in cash and four
undeveloped natural parcels in Tehama and Sonoma Counties. The
property that is now SDSF was acquired during the settlement
process and added to the package.

The settlement properties are held in a trust with the State as
the beneficial owner and the Bank of Tehama County and the Bank
of California as co-trustees. The properties can be sold to pay
unclaimed funds if they exceed the $35.7 million in cash set
aside for this purpose. It is doubtful, however, that this will
ever happen.

At the time of the settlement, The Nature Conservancy (TNC)
volunteered to act as steward for these properties. A 25-year
lease was developed which stated that TNC would manage these
properties and that past land use practices could continue. Any
revenues generated from these activities were to pay for property
taxes, operations and maintenance, natural resource enhancement,
and access improvement projects.

The Nature Conservancy transferred their lease of the Santa Cruz
county property (now SDSF) to CDF on April 18, 1990. CDF assumed
management at that time and a dedication ceremony for SDSF was
held on July 13, 1990. At the end of the 25-year lease, the
property will be transferred permanently to the State, free and
clear.

Under the terms of the lease, both the co-trustees and the
Controller have certain rights and responsibilities. The
trustees' primary responsibility is to monitor the lessee's
performance as managers of the properties. The Controller is
responsible for the sale of any or all the properties in the
event that cash assets are insufficient to satisfy all claims.
As previously mentioned, this is unlikely to ever happen.

CDF ADMINISTRATION

Authority to administer and operate state forests in California
comes from the Legislature and is contained in the Public
Resources Code (Sections 4631-4664 and 4701-4703). Rules and
regulations governing use of state forests are contained in the
California Code of Regulations (Title 14, Sections 1400-1439 and
1510-1521). The State Board of Forestry gives policy direction
to the Demonstration State Forest Program, which is administered
by the Director of CDF.
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CDF is administratively broken into two Regions, each with a
Region Chief who reports to CDF's Director. Each region includes
ranger units, and state forests are administered by a local
Ranger Unit Chief. SDSF is in the Coast/Cascade Region (with
headquarters in Santa Rosa) and is within the San Mateo-Santa
Cruz Ranger Unit (headquartered in Felton). The State Forest
office is located next to the CDF Soquel Forest Fire Station at
4750 Soguel-San Jose Road in Soquel, California. SDSF has a
staff of four: Forest Manager, Assistant Forest Manager, half-
time Office Assistant, and seasonal Forestry Aide. The Forest
Manager is supervised by the Ranger Unit Chief.

The Forest staff is responsible for the on-site operation of the
Forest as provided for by the Public Resources Codesg, California
Code of Regulations, and the State Board of Forestry. Forest
regulations, policy, and other issues prescribed by the Director
of CDF are used to develop plans and procedures to govern
development and perform maintenance of the Forest. The General
Forest Management Plan will be reviewed and approved by SDSF'S
Advisory Committee (described below) and ultimately approved by
the Director of CDF and the Board of Forestry.

FUNDING AND TAXES

The Demonstration State Forest Program, including SDSF, is funded
through the regular annual state Budget Act. AB 1965 did not
establish a separate fund for SDSF and it is not listed as a line
item in the state budget. Revenues from all state forests are
deposited in a special fund called the Forest Resources
Improvement Fund (FRIF), providing money for the annual budgets
of state forests, the Forest Practice Program, the California
Forest Improvement Program (CFIP), and other CDF programs.

Expenditures for all state forests are included in a single
budget line item in the Department's annual budget. Soquel State
Forest was added to the Department's state forest budget in the
1990-91 fiscal year with a minimum of staffing and operating
expense. The Budget Change Proposal recognized that there would
be little revenue from SDSF for the first few years and that FRIF
would need to contribute over one million dollars in operating
expense before the Forest could produce revenue. It was also
recognized that many years would pass before revenues would equal
expenses.

The Department may permit a limited amount of commercial timber
operations on SDSF in order to provide funds on a cumulative
basis as necessary for the maintenance and operation expenses of
SDSF, reasonable capital costs, and other expenses incurred in
fulfilling the objectives of PRC Sections 4660-4664 on SDSF. The
enabling legislation requires a minimum level of timber
harvesting, that we call a floor, to provide income for all costs
of operation and for research and educational purposes of SDSF.
The legislation authorizes a higher level of harvesting, which we
call a ceiling, which shall not exceed long-term sustained yield
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(LTSY) and on a cumulative basis shall not exceed the level of
timber harvesting necessary to provide the funds needed for the
maintenance and operation expenses, reasonable capital costs, and
other expenses incurred in fulfilling all the objectives
identified in PRC Sections 4660-4664 on SDSF. These additional
objectives include watershed protection and monitoring, and
demonstrations of compatible rural land uses and historic
development of timbering and forestry machinery.

As a practical matter, the various objectives overlap and cannot
be completely separated. For example, demonstration or
experimental timber harvesting could qualify as research and
public education as well as an example of compatible rural land
uses. The protection of old-growth redwood trees will occur
under normal operations of SDSF and does not need to be
identified as a separate purpose with separate funding.

Funding for SDSF needs to be increased over time in order to
fulfill the objectives of PRC 4660-4664. In order to adhere to
the administrative and budgeting processes currently in place
while simultaneously assuring compliance with the limitations
placed on the Department by the enabling legislation, the
Department will publish accurate annual reports which will
compile revenues, expenses itemized by program, and cumulative
balances. The Department will maintain a mailing list for
requests of annual distributions of the report. Large capital
expenses (e.g., for additional properties to provide proper
access to SDSF or for construction of a Forestry Education Center
and administrative facility) will be funded through the FRIF fund
or any fund source approved by the Legislature. Amortization of
these capital outlays may be included in the computation of
cumulative expenses in the annual reports.

The State pays property taxes to the County of Santa Cruz on land
values within SDSF. Additionally, purchasers of state forest
timber are liable for payment of timber yield taxes according to
Public Resources Code, Section 4654. SDSF's timber sale
purchasers are required to file quarterly tax returns with the
California Board of Equalization.

ADVISORY COMMITTEE

The legislation which created SDSF (AB 1965) called for the
establishment of an advisory committee to assist with the
development of SDSF's General Forest Management Plan. A main
function of the committee is to act as a critical link between
CDF and the community in the planning effort. This allows SDSF
to learn what the community expects and how they feel about
certain issues.

The Advisory Committee has nine members appointed by the Director
of CDF in August of 1991. Five positions were specified by the
legislation and four were added by the Director. The committee
consists of one representative from each of the following:
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State Board of Forestry

Santa Cruz County Board of Supervisors

California Department of Parks and Recreation

California Department of Fish and Game

The Forest of Nisene Marks State Park Citizens Advisory
Committee

The Nature Conservancy

Soquel Creek Water District

Neighborhood Representative

Local Registered Professional Forester

* % * ok X

* % F ok

The Committee held monthly meetings during the development of the
draft General Forest Management Plan. Following its approval,
the group will meet twice a year or as needed to review progress
on plan implementation and contribute to on-going planning

activities. Each member serves a three-year term or until the
General Forest Management Plan is completed (whichever is
longer). Once these conditions have been met, one third of the

members' terms shall expire on the last day of each year.

SAFETY

The remote and rustic character of SDSF makes safety an important
management consideration. Forest visitors need to be informed of
safety issues and hazards inherent to the Forest. Roads, trails,
and facilities are maintained in safe condition. The staff
coordinates with local CDF forest fire stations and the county
sheriff's office for emergency medical response; Forest
personnel, including volunteers, will be trained in first-aid.
Additionally, search and rescue organizations are allowed to
train in the Forest so as to develop their skills and better
acquaint themselves with the terrain.

The following safety protocols are currently in place:

* Restriction and regulation signs are posted at Forest
entrances. Hazards, safety issues, and the primitive
nature of the area are stated on signboards and in the
SDSF brochure.

* The staff works with the California Department of Parks
and Recreation to provide trail maintenance, safety,
and coordinated emergency response along the common
boundary.

* All trails and roads are regularly inspected. Fallen
trees and other hazards are removed as needed to
maintain safe conditions.

* Motorized vehicles are prohibited beyond designated
parking areas. Exceptions are made through special
permission and for management, patrol, and emergency
purposes.
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* Coordination with CDF's Emergency Command Center in
Felton and the county sheriff's office ensures
effective emergency response in the Forest. All
responses for emergency assistance will be recorded and
compiled, including calls for police, fire, medical, or
search and rescue services. (Refer to Appendix C,
Monitoring Plan.)

LAW ENFORCEMENT

Forest regulations and policies are posted on signs and enforced
through patrol and apprehension of violators (also see the
Resource Protection chapter). CDF peace officers, authorized
under the California Penal Code, will be used to detain
violators, with local law enforcement agencies providing backup
when necessary. The Department of Fish And Game wardens will
enforce fishing, hunting, and trapping laws. Seizure and
prosecution of violators shall be actively pursued. Violators
will generally be cited and expected to appear in court, but may
be taken into custody if warranted. Methods to prevent illegal
activities and alternatives which curtail unwanted behavior will
be explored and developed to reduce law enforcement problems.

State Forest trespass violators will normally be cited under
sections of the California Code of Regulation (Title 14).
Illegal trespass includes removal of trees without a permit and
parking, camping/campers, or building in the Forest.

Marijuana cultivation in the Forest has been relatively minor.
Since the dedication of the Forest, the remnants of six old
gardens have been found and three active gardens have been
eradicated. The general inactivity of marijuana cultivation is
due in part to the majority of the Forest being south of the East
Branch of Soquel Creek with a northern exposure. Furthermore,
SDSF is inaccessible by vehicles and, therefore, is not readily
available for use.

Detection of marijuana gardens will occur during normal patrol
activities or as leads are developed. Most detection efforts
will depend on flights by the Santa Cruz County Sheriff's
Marijuana Eradication Program. Information about gardens found
in SDSF will be referred to the sheriff's office.

ACCESS NEEDS

As stated in the Soquel Demonstration State Forest Recreation
Study Final Report (McNally and Hester, 1993) and the Recreation
chapter, Forest access is a significant problem and complex
issue. Trespass across private property to and from the Forest
comprises the bulk of these problems.

The SDSF property came into state management with two verified
legal access routes (see the Roads and Other Improvements chapter
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for more details). The first is an administrative and public
right-of-way through the Burch property off Highland Way. The
second 1s across CHY Company property, through the Olive Springs
Quarry, which includes a right-of-way for administrative use
only.

Many visitors come in via Ridge Trail from The Forest of Nisene
Marks State Park. Some recreationists, particularly equestrians,
have permission to pass through private property to enter the
Forest. The public's use of Comstock Mill Road is prohibited
because road conditions are unfavorable.

There is an obvious need to develop better access into the State
Forest, particularly along the south and west ends where most
trespassing occurs. It is important to provide Forest visitors
with additional safe and legal access in order to reduce trespass
onto private property. Furthermore, alternative access points
are necessary when slides close Highland Way.

LAND ACQUISITION PRIORITIES

Land acqguisition which would improve access to SDSF is a top
priority. This has been actively pursued since the dedication of
the Forest. Negotiations with various neighboring property
owners regarding appropriation and/or easements have been
ongoing. Acquisition of parcels owned by the Noren family and
the CHY Company are currently being considered. Any land
acquisitions funded by timber harvest revenues from SDSF shall be
limited to those which improve access to SDSF or otherwise
directly enhance SDSF. All acquisitions for SDSF will comply
with CEQA.

Another acquisition priority is the Burch property which contains
the entrance to the Forest (see Figure 2 in the Property
Description chapter). The benefits of this procurement would
include access control, additional areas for resource management
and recreational wvisitor use, and a location for an informational
kiosk and restroom. There would also be clear authority and
responsibility for maintenance of and improvements to the bridge,
roads, and parking area.

A third priority is the purchase of an area for SDSF's Forestry
Education Center (FEC; see the Demonstration and Education
chapter for more information). Further study is needed, however,
to determine the overall function of the FEC and the facilities
and programs necessary to render it successful. Once this has
been completed, the amount of property needed and the best site
can be determined.

COOPERATION WITH ADJACENT LANDOWNERS
As the previous CDF Director, Harold Walt, indicated at SDSF's
dedication ceremony, it is important for SDSF to cooperate with

their neighbors. Forest staff will continually work with the
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community regarding local issues. These issues include fire
prevention, trespass, watershed impacts, fisheries restoration in
the East Branch of Soquel Creek, and mitigation of recreational
and timber harvest impacts. The staff already works with local
schools in forestry education and also coordinates fire
prevention programs with local CDF forest fire stations.

COOPERATION WITH OTHER AGENCIES AND INSTITUTIONS

SDSF cooperates with other agencies in resource protection, fire
prevention and suppression, law enforcement, and safety.
Cooperation is also encouraged for demonstration, forestry
education, and university research projects. Other agencies that
work with SDSF include the California Department of Parks and
Recreation, California Department of Fish and Game, and County of
Santa Cruz. Cooperative institutions of learning and research
include UC Santa Cruz, Cabrillo College, California Polytechnic
State University at San Luis Obispo, San Jose State University,
UC Berkeley, and local public schools.

PUBLIC COMMENTS AND CONCERNS

Public comments and concerns involving the administration of SDSF
have largely been focused on the issue of safe and legal access
but have also touched upon the FRIF program and Advisory
Committee composition.

Suitable public access into SDSF is a major concern for
neighbors, users, and Forest staff. As previously stated, there
is an obvious need to develop adequate entry and exit points and
to stop illegal trespass. Several individuals have made specific
requests regarding the location of access points, usually
focusing on the area from Olive Springs Quarry to Comstock Mill
Road. However, neither end is owned or controlled by the state
and only administrative access is allowed. SDSF will continue
working with its neighbors and on potential access acquisitions
to alleviate this complex and pressing issue.

During the process of establishing SDSF and creating the General
Forest Management Plan, questions regarding the purpose and use
of FRIF monies have been raised. As required by the Public
Resources Code, all revenues from SDSF's timber sales must go
into FRIF to be managed and allocated. As part of a state
agency, SDSF will adhere to the requirements of FRIF as outlined
by law.

Finally, neighbors of the State Forest have expressed that they
would like greater representation on SDSF's Advisory Committee.
Letters were written to CDF Director Richard Wilson by both
neighbors and the committee chairman requesting a review of the
public's concerns. After a careful and lengthy evaluation, the
Director determined that the committee composition was adequate
due to strong current local representation.
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BIOTA

INTRODUCTION

Biota are defined as the flora (vegetation) and fauna (wildlife)
which inhabit a particular area. When people envision forests,
such as SDSF, biotic elements are what generally come to mind.
Biota, however, are only one element of an ecosystem, small
pieces of the larger puzzle.

An ecosystem has been defined by Hunter (1990) as "the
interacting populations of plants, animals, and microorganisms
occupying an area, plus their physical environment." The
physical environment consists of abiotic factors such as soil,
water, space, and climate. The presence and actions of humans
make up a yet another component of ecosystems. Though humans
often consider themselves to be separate entities, at a basic
level they are part of the biota and are intricately connected to
everything in an ecosystem. When biotic, abiotic, and human
components of a forest ecosystem are working together in dynamic
balance, diverse biota and healthy forests are attained. (Dynamic
balance refers to the continual interaction of ecosystem
components which leads to a balanced yet constant state of
change.) In real life, there are rarely clear boundaries between
adjacent habitat communities or even ecosystems. Ecosystems and
habitats blend and overlap but can be given a label based on
general wildlife, vegetation, and location features. Management
planning for ecosystems or habitat communities which looks at
landscape patterns caused by this overlap can benefit all
inhabitants, whether they be stationary (e.g., plants) or mobile
(e.g., animals).

In this chapter, the biota are described for each habitat type,
or community, found in the Forest. Only the most common plants
and animals found in these communities are mentioned, but
complete flora and fauna lists are located in Appendix B. For a
more detailed account of the biota of SDSF, refer to Preliminary
Biological Assessment of Soquel Demonstration Forest, Santa Cruz
County, California (Holland et al., 1992). For specific
information about trees (size, abundance, etc.), see the Timber
Management chapter.

Fisheries resources are described in a separate chapter that also
deals with aquatic invertebrates. Though terrestrial
invertebrates (e.g., terrestrial insects) are critical to
terrestrial vertebrate communities, very little inventory or
monitoring work has been done to date in SDSF. In the future,
more work will be completed in this field. 1In fact, the State
Forest offers prime opportunities for study and research
involving terrestrial invertebrates.
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HABITAT COMMUNITIES

Communities consist of the living organisms collectively found in
an ecosystem (Hunter, 1990). Even though considerable overlap
often occurs, communities are individually labeled and classified
for research, inventory, and education purposes. They are
generally named for the dominant plant species within each
community. The dominant plant species is dependent on specific
environmental conditions (e.g., soil, climate, water) that
further characterize the community. Because communities overlap,
plants indicative of one habitat type may be found in others.
Poison oak, for example, can be found growing in virtually all of
the communities of SDSF but is most abundant in drier habitat
types. Also, some fauna considered to be permanent residents of
a particular community actually travel through several
communities. These animals, including large mammals (deer,
bobcat, gray fox, mountain lion), can be found throughout SDSF as
they search for food, water, and shelter.

COAST REDWOOD FOREST COMMUNITY

The coast redwood forest is dependent on areas of high moisture.
In its northern range, large continuous stands of redwood are
formed. Southern redwood forests are restricted to moist canyon
slopes and riparian zones since more moisture is available in
these areas. As its name suggests, the dominant tree of this
community is coast redwood, the majority of which in the State
Forest are second growth (regrowth after original clearcutting).
Small groves of old-growth redwoods occur at Badger and Sulphur
Springs, and individual old-growth redwood trees are scattered
throughout the Forest. Other common trees of this community are
tanoak, Douglas-fir, and madrone. Understory species found in
the redwood community of SDSF are redwood sorrel, California
hazel, wild ginger, and western sword fern. Common wildlife
residents are pygmy nuthatch, Steller's jay, and Trowbridge's
shrew. The redwood community provides nesting habitat, cover,
and food for birds and a variety of small mammals. Redwood
forests have comparatively little forage value for deer and other
large mammals, however, limiting use of this habitat type.

MIXED EVERGREEN FOREST COMMUNITY

This forest community is dominated by tanoak and Douglas-fir;
secondary tree species are madrone and California bay (Holland et
al., 1992). Mixed evergreen forests are on the drier slopes
above the redwood community, though the two overlap considerably.
In fact, the presence or absence of redwood is the only
significant difference in dominant vegetation (Holland et al.,
1992) . Mixed evergreen refers to a combination of conifer and
hardwood trees that do not drop their leaves in the fall.

Common understory species include poison oak, California
blackberry, vetch, toyon, and yerba buena. Familiar wildlife
residents are Merriam's chipmunk, dusky-footed woodrat, western
gray squirrel, California slender salamander, acorn woodpecker,
sharp-shinned hawk, and screech owl. Evidence of feral pig
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activity is also found throughout the community. Oak trees of
these areas have very high value for wildlife, providing both
nesting and roosting substrates and a food source through acorn
production.

RIPARIAN COMMUNITY

Riparian communities are named for the intermittent or continual
presence of fresh water rather than the vegetation of such areas.
Riparian communities are located along the edges and floodplains
of streams or surrounding lakes. In SDSF, an abundant riparian
community exists along the floodplain of the East Branch of
Soquel Creek and to a lesser degree along Amaya Creek. This
community is dominated by deciduous hardwoods such as white
alder, bigleaf maple, black cottonwood, and California sycamore.
Along with these trees, red and yellow willows grow in dense
clumps along the banks of the East Branch. Horsetails and hedge
nettles are common ground cover along the edges. Wildlife
residents include vireos, warblers, Pacific-slope flycatcher,
long-tailed weasel, and raccoon. Pacific newts, brown-colored
salamanders with bright orange bellies, are abundant in the
riparian community and a great delight to young forest visitors.
The Pacific tree frog, thought to be common, is only found in a
few locations (Holland et al., 1992). Additionally, large
colonies of ladybug beetles gather along creeks to overwinter and
breed.

Riparian communities are the most productive terrestrial habitat
type for wildlife because of structural diversity and the
presence of water. Many migratory songbirds are dependent on
riparian habitat for breeding and foraging. Large mammals use
the riparian zone as a water supply, and incorporate it into
their home ranges. The riparian community is probably the most
significant habitat type in the Forest due to its high value to
wildlife and limited regional occurrence.

OTHER COMMUNITIES AND ADDITIONAL SPECIES

There are a few other limited communities present in SDSF.
Freshwater marshes are areas where the soil stays wet a good
portion of the year, supporting characteristic vegetation. These
marshes usually occur along the perimeter of ponds, at springs,
near shallow pools of streams, or in areas of high water tables.
The freshwater marsh community in SDSF is scattered, including
only Amaya Pond and a few natural springs (Sulphur, Badger, and a
couple of small, unnamed springs caused by or increased from the
Loma Prieta earthquake). Wildlife residents include migratory
waterfowl, great blue heron, black phoebe, belted kingfisher, and
garter snakes.

Less than five acres of SDSF are comprised of grassland
communities. Some of these areas are natural, due to soil
conditions conducive to permanent grassland establishment. Other
grassland areas are the result of past disturbance. SDSF's
grasslands primarily contain wild oats and annual fescue grasses.
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Most grasslands are being encroached upon by coyote brush,
lupine, poison oak, and Douglas-fir. Common wildlife residents
of the grasslands are the gopher snake and Botta pocket gopher.

The chaparral community exists along the exposed ridge tops and
on south-facing slopes at higher elevations. These dry locations
support the fire-resistant woody shrubs of manzanita, buck brush,
coyote brush, and chamise. Common wildlife residents are
Bewick's wren, California towhee, scrub jay, western fence
lizard, and brush rabbit.

Exotic (i.e., non-native) plant species occur in disturbed areas
along roads and the picnic area at Badger Springs. The most
common exotics are French broom, periwinkle, and pampas grass.
Most exotic species have little value for native wildlife and
displace native plant species that have higher intrinsic and
wildlife values.

FUNGAL RESOURCES

A local mycological organization has identified a wide variety of
mushrooms in the Forest (refer to Appendix B). Fungi are broken
into three categories based on their relationship to the
immediate environment: mycorrhizal, saprophytic, and parasitic.
Saprophytic fungi occur on wood that is already dead whereas
parasitic fungi attack and can kill live trees. The most common
fungi found in SDSF are mycorrhizal.

Mycorrhizal species form a symbiotic relationship with the trees
they grow under. These organisms grow around the rootlets and
collect water and trace nutrients for use by trees. The trees in
turn provide carbohydrates to the fungi. Trees and mycorrhizae,
therefore, depend on one another for optimum health. According
to Nathan Wilson (1993), SDSF is a reasonably healthy forest
because of the wide occurrence of mycorrhizal fungi.

In general, mycological research of California's wildlands has
been minimal, particularly regarding conditions conducive to
fungi growth. SDSF provides ample opportunities for mycological
research including fungi population analysis and succession of
fungal species in the Forest. To protect the fungal resources of
SDSF, a permit system for mushroom collection will be maintained
and the effects of collection monitored.

SPECIAL-STATUS WILDLIFE SPECIES

The biological assessment of the Forest conducted in 1991-92
found no threatened or endangered plant or wildlife species. 1In
1994, however, there was an unconfirmed sighting of a California
red-legged frog during a stream habitat survey (Anderson and

Brown pers. comm.). Additionally, a few wildlife species of
special concern to the State of California have been seen in SDSF
(Holland et al., 1992 and CDF, 1994). Those species observed
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were the foothill yellow-legged frog, western pond turtle, sharp-
shinned hawk, Cooper's hawk, and golden eagle. The long-eared
owl and yellow warbler may also occur in the Forest, but they
have not been observed (Table 2). Suitable breeding, nesting, or
foraging habitats exist in the Forest for all species observed
except the golden eagle.

PUBLIC COMMENTS AND CONCERNS

A major theme regarding the management of SDSF's biota involves
species evaluation and monitoring, particularly for special
status species. Comments have largely focused on fauna though
concern about edge vegetation and introduced plant species has
been expressed. As stated in the Management Guidelines and
Planned Actions below, SDSF plans to monitor selected biotic
elements of the Forest and evaluate effects of forest management
activities on the condition of those resources.

Another primary concern is the restoration of degraded habitats
and maintenance of exceptional resource values

in SDSF. Emphasizing this concern are comments regarding
management of habitats individually (e.g., manage riparian
habitats separately from mixed evergreen habitats) and management
activities which allow interior forest species to thrive. Many
commentors feel that development and management of SDSF should be
performed in such a way that biotic resources are preserved or
improved. The Management Guidelines and Planned Actions deal
with these issues as well.

Finally, input has been received regarding the desire for details
on exactly how SDSF will manage and maintain its biotic
resources. Since this management plan is intended to be general,
specific information on the what, how, why, and when of SDSF
management activities will be outlined at a different time. More
specific management strategies will be developed for different
areas and habitats based on anticipated management endeavors and
research and monitoring results.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

1. Although no threatened or endangered species have been
confirmed to occur in SDSF, ongoing monitoring will be
performed to detect special status species. Monitoring will
include keeping current with state and federal lists as well
as conducting periodic floral and faunal surveys.
Inventories will emphasize special-status species expected
to be present but not yet observed in SDSF. New findings
will be added to current species lists. Every consideration
will be given to protecting these species and their habitat
as required by law and determined by a qualified biologist.

2. Old-growth trees will be protected as outlined in SDSF's
authorizing legislation, AB 1965. Areas of old-growth

27



Table 2. Special-status wildlife species with potential to occur
at Soquel Demonstration State Forest.

LEGAL STATUS* HABITAT OCCURRENCE
SPECIES FEDERAL/STATE ASSOCIATION IN SDSE®
Marbled murrelet T/E Nests in old-growth conifer forest; 4

forages in pelagic habitats

Golden eagle --/CSC Nests in cliffs and trees in forests and 2
woodlands; forages in grasslands,
shrublands, and chaparral

Cooper's hawk --/CSC Nests and forages in woodlands and 2
forests; also forages in open habitats

Sharp-shinned hawk --/CSC Nests and forages in conifer forest 1
habitats

Long-eared owl --/CSC Nests and forages in riparian and 4
woodland habitats

Purple martin --/CSC Nests and forages in woodland and 4
forest habitats

Yellow warbler --/CSC Nests and forages in riparian habitats 4

Foothill yellow-legged C2/CSC Occurs in streams with rocky 1

frog substrate

California red-legged T/CSC Occurs in slow-moving streams, pools 2

frog and ponds

Southwestern pond C1/CSC Occurs in pools, ponds, and lakes 2

turtle

Status codes:

Federal
T = threatened.
E = endangered.
P = proposed for listing as threatened or endangered.
Cl1 = Category 1 candidate for listing as threatened or endangered.
C2 = Category 2 candidate for listing as threatened or endangered.
State

CSC = species of special concern.
T = threatened.
E = endangered.

bOccurrence numbers:

1 = confirmed nesting/reproduction.
2 = observed.

3 = not observed.

4 = unlikely to occur.

Source: Jones and Stokes Associates, Inc., 1996
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redwood have been located and protection will be provided in all
phases of forest management. Additionally, areas have been
designated to promote late-succession stands of trees (see the
Timber Management chapter for more details).

3.

Restore, maintain, or enhance resource values of native
habitat communities to promote natural diversity and
stability. Measures to achieve this include:

* snag recruitment and retention

* preservation of appropriate logs and other woody
debris

* maintenance of natural ponds and springs

* protection of riparian zones for use as movement

corridors for wildlife

Achieve mutual benefit with timber harvesting, demonstration
and education, and recreation programs while respecting
native biotic elements. Wildlife habitat improvements, such
as those mentioned in Management Guideline 3 above, will be
considered during the planning and implementation of timber
sales, demonstration and education activities, and
recreational facilities. Conversely, possible impacts of
present or future wildlife and vegetation management
projects on other management objectives will be studied
prior to project approval and implementation.

Control or eradication of exotic plant species will be
incorporated into management activities, as appropriate.
Ben Lomond Youth Conservation Camp crews, California
Conservation Corps members, and volunteers will help with
the removal of exotics whenever possible.

Control mushroom collection by issuing permits for
scientific, educational, and personal use. Mushroom
gathering for commercial purposes will be prohibited.

PLANNED ACTIONS

Develop a detailed wildlife plan that focuses on the needs
of SDSF's biotic community. The plan will provide for
habitat and population assessments, management
recommendations, and monitoring techniques. Recommendations
from the Preliminary Biological Assessment of Soquel
Demonstration Forest, Santa Cruz County, California (Holland
et al., 1992) will be incorporated as appropriate along with
information from CDF, California Department of Fish and
Game, and local biologists.

Work with computer databases for long-range planning. The
Wildlife Habitat Relationships (WHR) and Natural Diversity
Database (NDDB) systems will be examined and incorporated

into the planning process.
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Conduct preharvest surveys to identify active nest sites of
all special-status bird species that may occur in the
Forest. Those species that may occur in SDSF are Cooper's
hawk, sharp-shinned hawk, long-eared owl, and yellow
warbler. 1In addition, preharvest surveys will be conducted
for California red-legged frog, foothill yellow-legged frog,
and southwestern pond turtle.

Evaluate the feral pig situation, and develop management
strategies and actions to diminish existing problems.
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FISHERIES

INTRODUCTION

Approximately 8 miles of fish-bearing streams flow through SDSF,
including the East Branch of Soquel Creek (5.5 miles), Amaya
Creek (2 miles), and Fern Gulch Creek (0.5 miles). The East
Branch is one of the few remaining steelhead trout spawning and
rearing areas in the county. This, along with their cultural
values, makes the fisheries of SDSF an important resource.

STEELHEAD TROUT AND COHO SALMON

The fishery resources of greatest concern in SDSF are the
steelhead trout and coho salmon. Anadromous fish such as
steelhead and coho spawn (mate and lay eggs) in creeks or rivers
but spend most of their adult lives in the ocean.

The cycle begins with the development of eggs into young fish in
streams where the adults spawned. Once the eggs hatch, young
fish develop in the watercourse and gradually make their way to
the ocean. Steelhead trout in this area typically spend their
first year in fresh water although a few may spend two or three
years inland before migrating. The length of time spent in
streams depends on environmental and genetic factors, and some
individuals may never migrate at all (Barnhart, 1986). Coho
salmon spend one year in freshwater before going to the ocean.
Due to the abundance of food, anadromous fish species experience
most of their growth once they have reached the ocean. Steelhead
and coho along the California coast usually spend two years in
salt water, attaining sexual maturity and storing fat for their
journey back up streams. As with all anadromous fish, steelhead
trout and coho salmon usually return to the stream from which
they hatched to mate and lay eggs. Coho die following spawning,
but steelhead swim back to the ocean. Steelhead may repeat the
cycle and spawn up to four times, but most repeat spawners do so
only twice.

Historically, steelhead trout and coho salmon spawned in coastal
streams from the Bering Sea of the Arctic and the coast of Japan
to the Monterey Bay in California. The steelhead's range extends
further to the north coast of Baja California. Steelhead and
coho populations have been declining throughout their entire
range,both in fresh and salt water, for decades due to a number
of factors including habitat loss. In California, numbers
decrease from north to south, with the southernmost population of
steelhead in the Ventura River (Barnhart, 1986), and coho in
Scott Creek. The Soquel Creek watershed is within the steelhead
and coho's range but, as discussed below, has met with a
considerable decline in numbers.
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LOCAL FISH POPULATIONS

Anadromous fish populations in Soquel Creek and along most of the
Central Coast have declined significantly since the late 1960's.
According to Dave Hope, resource planner for the County of Santa
Cruz, past steelhead runs in Soquel Creek may have had up to
1,000 fish, while today runs are estimated to be no more than
100. (Runs are groups of fish that swim upstream around the same
time of year to spawn.) Steelhead has been proposed for listing
as endangered under the federal Endangered Species Act.

Coho salmon were also historically present in Soquel Creek and
reports estimate that runs included from one to two hundred fish.
Over the last 30 years, however, the coho population of Soquel
Creek has wvanished with the last known run in 1968 (Anderson,
1995). On November 6, 1995, the coho salmon was listed as
threatened in waters south of San Francisco Bay under the
California Endangered Species Act. It was also listed on
December 30, 1996 as threatened under the federal Endangered
Species Act as far south as the San Lorenzo River.

Other species of fish within the boundaries of SDSF include the
Pacific lamprey and a small resident rainbow trout population
above Ashbury Gulch. According to biologist Jerry Smith,
additional species likely to be found in the East Branch include
prickly sculpin, coast range sculpin, California roach,
Sacramento sucker, and northern threespined stickleback.

In order to help protect remaining steelhead trout populations in
Soquel Creek, the California Department of Fish and Game
prohibits angling in the East Branch of Soquel Creek (Fish and
Game South Central District Regulation, Title 14, Section 7.00

[e] [4]). This regulation was adopted by the California Fish and
Game Commission in December of 1981 and became effective in
March, 1982. 1In spite of this regulation, poaching of adult
steelhead during winter spawning is prevalent and continues to
affect fish populations. To avoid adverse impacts of public use
on fish in SDSF, forest staff and the California Department of
Fish and Game will conduct ongoing patrols to enforce
prohibitions on fishing and fish harassment.

The most recent planting of hatchery-raised steelhead in SDSF
(i.e., the East Branch of Soquel Creek) occurred in the 1930's.
According to Matt McCaslin of the Monterey Bay Salmon and Trout
Project (MBSTP), steelhead trout from the Brookdale and Big Creek
hatcheries were released in the East Branch at that time. Coho
salmon planting also occurred in the 1930's from the Brookdale,
Big Creek, Prairie Creek,and Fort Seward hatcheries (Anderson,
1995) . Currently, the MBSTP stocks steelhead annually in the main
stem of Soquel Creek (downstream of the Forest) and, in the early
1980's, released fish near the quarry (just south of the Forest).
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HABITAT AND RESOURCE CONSIDERATIONS

HABITAT ATTRIBUTES

The basic stream attributes for steelhead and coho spawning,
rearing, and migration include cool water temperature, high
concentrations of dissolved oxygen, adequate water depth,
sufficient pool space, and low sediment levels (Barnhart, 1986
and Anderson, 1995). In addition, suitable hiding cover, food
supplies, and access to spawning areas can influence the survival
of steelhead and coho. All of these habitat conditions need to
be considered when working to restore, maintain, or enhance
anadromous populations.

Riparian zones are strips of water-loving vegetation and
associated organisms that follow the path of watercourses.
Essential to healthy aquatic ecosystems, these zones help
maintain favorable water quality and provide important food and
habitat conditions. Trees along the water's edge shade the
water, maintaining cool temperatures for anadromous fish spawning
and rearing. Riparian vegetation also stabilizes streambanks and
intercepts eroded materials from upslope, minimizing the amount
of sediment that enters the stream. Additionally, vegetation
adds food and nutrients to the water for use by aquatic
invertebrates. Large woody debris falling into the water
provides cover for fish, collects and controls the movement of
sediment, and creates pools. Conifers will be planted in
riparian zones, in areas where none exist, to promote long-term
recruitment of large instream woody debris. Small intertwined
pieces of debris, such as branches and twigs, act as collectors
of leaf litter and provide more food for invertebrates.

HABITAT LOSS AND DEGRADATION

The loss of habitat, particularly that for rearing, has had a
significant impact on the anadromous fish populations of the
Soquel Creek drainage. Habitat has declined due to diversion and
overdrafting of water by residents, past logging practices, flood
control measures, increased development along the creek
(including vegetation removal), pollution, and naturally unstable
hillslopes. These elements have increased water temperature,
added sediment to the creek, altered natural flow patterns, and
decreased water levels during the critical summer months and
periods of drought. (See the Watershed Assessment chapter for
details on SDSF's watercourse conditions.)

Over the years, the combination of increased sediment and lowered
water levels have resulted in a considerable loss of pool space
throughout the Soquel Creek watershed. This loss of pool space,
along with general fresh and saltwater habitat degradation, may
have contributed to the disappearance of the coho salmon. Coho
population densities along the central coast are extremely low
and would need vast assistance and human cooperation to become
viable again.
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An additional habitat problem in the East Branch involves access
to spawning areas. A few log jams within SDSF may not be
passable by fish. During periods of high water, fish may be able
to overcome these barriers, but conclusive evidence of this does
not exist. Careful study and evaluation of the steelhead
population and barriers may reveal ways to improve steelhead
access. Log jams and other barriers will not be removed unless
it is evident that such removal will do more good than harm.
Furthermore, removal of log jams would be reviewed and approved
by the California Department of Fish and Game.

The diversion and overdrafting of water are significant problems
in the Soquel Creek drainage, especially along its lower reaches.
Near the town of Soquel, a portion of the creek has dried up on
various occasions, including the summers of 1991, 1992, and 1994.
Some residents along the creek use the water for agricultural as
well as domestic needs. There are water allotment requirements,
but the requirements of fish were not considered when maximum
amounts for residences and businesses were allocated. Because
young steelhead move downstream as upper portions of streams dry
out in the summer, additional drying downstream limits available
space and foraging areas for the entire population.

Greater public awareness and response regarding the aquatic
resources of the Soquel drainage are essential for maintaining a
healthy anadromous population. Residents need to conserve water,
allow the creek to flow its natural path, preserve riparian
corridors, and prevent accelerated erosion. While improving the
anadromous fish resource within SDSF is a start, it is not
enough: Soquel Creek's fisheries require good habitat conditions
along every reach of the watercourse and throughout the
watershed. All creek users and neighbors should consider the
consequences of their actions and how they can help improve the
resource.

MONITORING AND ENHANCEMENT

Fish habitat at SDSF will be enhanced through monitoring of fish
populations and their habitat, and implementation of habitat
enhancement projects in conjunction with ongoing timber
operations. This ongoing inventory, which began in 1993, will
provide information needed to identify goals and objectives and
result in a Fisheries Management Plan. Potential habitat
enhancement sites will be identified and mapped. Proposed
enhancement structures will be reviewed and approved by the
California Department of Fish and Game and a qualified
hydrologist before installation. To evaluate the success of
enhancement activities, regular monitoring will check levels of
effectiveness. If any structure is functioning improperly or is
adversely affecting aquatic habitat, forest staff will redesign,
repair, or remove the structure, as needed.
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AQUATIC INVERTEBRATES

Aquatic invertebrates are organisms with external skeletons that
live in water. They include insects (e.g., mayflies),
crustaceans (e.g., crayfish), mollusks (e.g., snails), and
freshwater earthworms. An important component of aquatic
ecosystems, aquatic invertebrates are an essential part of the
food web. They typically act as indicator species of fishery
habitat quality and water pollution.

When tree litter falls into the water, microorganisms such as
bacteria colonize and decompose the material, creating a slime
substance. This substance becomes food for invertebrates, which
in turn become food for fish. In this way, aquatic invertebrates
provide a link in the food chain between microorganisms and fish,
a connection crucial to fish survival.

In fresh water such as the East Branch, juvenile steelhead feed
primarily on immature, aquatic stages of insects but will also
feed on adult terrestrial insects (Barnhart, 1986). Steelhead
prefer the larvae of mayflies, true flies (e.g., gnats), and
caddisflies. They are often opportunistic, however, and may feed
on any available insect. Adult steelhead typically do not eat
during migration and spawning, instead obtaining energy from fat
accumulated while living in the ocean.

Because they function as food, aquatic invertebrates,
particularly insects, are key indicators of good fish habitat.

In most cases, large amounts and diverse species of aquatic
invertebrates signify an adequate food supply, increasing the
ability of the stream to support larger and healthier populations
of fish. Similarly, invertebrates need adequate amounts of leaf
litter falling into the stream (therefore, adequate riparian
vegetation) and appropriate conditions to support the
microorganisms which convert the litter to a usable form.

Because of their specific roles and narrow habitat requirements,
invertebrates are useful indicators of stream conditions and
changes. Through inventory and monitoring the composition of
aquatic invertebrate communities, the health of aquatic
ecosystems can be carefully evaluated. The first inventory
occurred in October, 1995. Monitoring will continue on a regular
basis.

PUBLIC COMMENTS AND CONCERNS

Comments and concerns regarding the aquatic resources of Soquel
Creek were numerous and often fervid. Given the condition of
California's steelhead resource and the significance of the
Soquel Creek watershed, one would expect a great concern for its
future. The comments, concerns, and suggestions received as a
result of this concern are represented by two major categories.

The first and probably most important concern involves the
maintenance and enhancement of fisheries and other aquatic
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resources within SDSF. Individuals have stated that, at the very
least, SDSF should maintain the resources as they currently
exist. Additionally, suggestions for improving the habitat and,
therefore, the steelhead fishery touched on in-stream
improvements and careful logging methods. SDSF will assuredly
work to enhance all wildlife resources and habitats, including
those of steelhead.

The second category of concern is really an extension of the
first. Comments related that, in order to maintain and enhance
SDSF's aquatic resources, inventories and monitoring of these
resources must be performed. Specifically, commentators
expressed that biologists familiar with the Soquel Creek
watershed set up and maintain a monitoring system which tracks
the effects of SDSF's management activities on the resource.
Strategies to ensure maintenance and enhancement of aquatic
organisms could in turn be developed from the results of
inventory and monitoring activities. SDSF plans to conduct the
activities mentioned above as well as research and habitat
improvement in order to satisfy these concerns (see Planned
Actions below) .

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

1. Protect stream channels, streambanks, and riparian zones
during all management activities. Late-succession
management areas (see the Timber Management chapter) have
been established along all fish-bearing streams and receive
specialized management designed to enhance the riparian
zone. This will ensure protection of stream integrity,
including the channel, bank, and vegetation as well as
fisheries resources.

2. Increase the fisheries potential by improving the spawning
and rearing conditions of the East Branch of Soquel Creek
within SDSF. Methods for improvement will be identified by
the assessment discussed above but may encompass actions
such as sediment reduction, barrier removal, and pool
creation.

3. Demonstrate that other forest management activities are
compatible with the maintenance of healthy fisheries
populations and habitats. For example, educational displays
will be used in recreation areas to inform visitors of the
need to practice special care along watercourses. Also,
tours of harvested areas could show standard and advanced
erosion control techniques utilized to reduce impacts on
watercourses.

4. Help residents of the East Branch watershed learn about the
components of a healthy watershed and the importance of its
maintenance. Educational programs, either formal or
informal, will focus on stream health, riparian zones, and
the impacts of human use. Once established, the Forestry
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Education Center (refer to the Demonstration and Education
chapter) will likely be the setting for these programs,
allowing residents and other interested individuals to learn
about the significance of aquatic ecosystems.

PLANNED ACTIONS

Complete a fisheries resources assessment and develop a
Fisheries Management Plan by December 31,1998. The
assessment will inventory the condition of the fisheries
population as well as habitat status within SDSF. The
management plan generated from the results will include
prioritized improvements, monitoring systems, research
opportunities, and funding sources. (Refer to Appendix C,
Monitoring Plan.)

Provide additional aquatic ecosystem research opportunities
in the East Branch and its tributaries. Likely subjects for
examination include fisheries populations and habitat,
aquatic invertebrate communities, and riparian zone studies.
Research opportunities for local high school or college
students will be emphasized but professional research will
not be discouraged.

Coordinate with the County of Santa Cruz and other groups to
complete habitat restoration and maintenance projects.
Private groups such as the Monterey Bay Salmon and Trout
Project or crews from the Ben Lomond Youth Conservation Camp
may help with projects such as channel stabilization, hiding
cover retention, riparian vegetation maintenance, pool
creation, and barrier removal.

Continue fish sampling in Amaya Creek and the East Branch of
Soquel Creek. Electrofishing will be the primary method but
other procedures such as underwater observation may be
incorporated. Fish will be evaluated for species, size,
health, and location. (Refer to Appendix C, Monitoring
Plan.)

Conduct aquatic habitat surveys at least once every ten
years in accordance with the California Department of Fish
and Game methodologies. Monitor ecological condition of
aquatic habitats by sampling invertebrates using the
protocol developed by the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency in cooperation with the California Department of Fish
and Game. (Refer to Appendix C, Monitoring Plan.)

Fish habitat enhancement structures will be reviewed and
approved by the California Department of Fish and Game and a
qualified hydrologist before installation. The removal of
fish barriers will be reviewed and approved by the
California Department of Fish and Game. Where possible,
logging equipment will be utilized to assist in barrier
removal and enhancement structure development. (Refer to
Appendix C, Monitoring Plan.)
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Conduct ongoing patrols with the assistance of the
California Department of Fish and Game to enforce
prohibitions on fish poaching and harassment. Incidents
will be recorded, compiled, and evaluated annually to
determine significant adverse effects on SDSF fisheries.
(Refer to Appendix C, Monitoring Plan.)
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DEMONSTRATION AND EDUCATION

INTRODUCTION

As stated in the Timber Management chapter, a goal of SDSF is to
demonstrate sustained-yield timber production with innovative
forest management practices within the context of local community
protection, and subject to the limitation of commercial timber
harvesting provided in the legislation (PRC 4660-4664). The
intent of this goal is to encourage conscientious forestry
practices on private lands and demonstrate these practices to the
surrounding urban populations. This can lead to improved
attitudes toward our natural resources and forestry in general,
enhancing responsible stewardship of our forest lands.

Another goal is to show forest visitors that timber management,
forestry education, public recreation, and environmental
protection are interrelated and compatible. This will be
accomplished through combinations of these programs whenever
possible. SDSF's location is well suited for the development of
forestry education programs because it is close to schools in
both the Monterey and south San Francisco Bay areas. This
proximity is ideal for groups to learn the importance of forest
ecology and management. Similarly, it offers local landowners
and the general public an opportunity to view the protection,
management, and utilization of renewable natural resources.
Field trips would involve public motor vehicle use.

The Demonstration and Education Programs of SDSF will rely on
interpretation, volunteer participation, and the creation of an
educational center. Each of these elements, as well as the
Demonstration and Education Programs themselves, are outlined in
the following paragraphs.

DEMONSTRATION PROGRAM
OVERVIEW

The Demonstration Program is a major focus of SDSF for a number
of reasons. Most importantly, it provides an opportunity for the
general public and educational groups to observe an active
working forest. Forestry demonstration can assist the public in
understanding forest management and its role in resource
conservation and local economics. Additionally, it reminds us of
the many wood products we use daily and the importance of keeping
forests healthy and productive. Knowledge such as this can help
change the negative public image generally associated with forest
management practices. Also, the demonstration of various forest
activities can potentially benefit small private landowners in
the management, protection, and enhancement of their forest
lands.
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The opportunity for demonstration projects will increase as SDSF
becomes better established. The staff will remain aware of the
demonstration potential at the onset of new activities.
Demonstration projects may be short term, with several topics
addressed each year, or long term, extending over many years.

The primary consideration of the Demonstration Program is to
enhance the public's understanding and awareness of forest
management principles and techniques consistent with
environmental protection. Throughout the process of establishing
projects, a strong emphasis will be placed on environmental
protection. The following are demonstration opportunities at
SDSF:

Silvicultural Systems Erosion Control
Tractor/Cable Harvesting Operations Hardwood Management
Disease and Insect Management Growth and Yield
Recreation Management Riparian Management
Reforestation Methods Cumulative Effects
Fisheries Protection/Enhancement Fuelwood Management
Road Construction/Maintenance Prescribed Burning
0ld-Growth Redwood Protection Habitat Enhancement
Watershed Protection Fire Protection

PLANNED ACTIONS

1. Demonstrate forest management practices and ecosystem
enhancement techniques. To accomplish this, incorporate an
identifiable demonstration feature in timber sale planning
and implementation, recreation designs and development, or
other forest management activities, as appropriate.

2. Develop and implement outreach programs to contact the
general public, school groups, and private landowners for
demonstrational opportunities. Encourage visits and tours

by interested public groups, individuals, schools, and
professional organizations.

3. Establish a safe and efficient method of displaying
information from or conducting tours of demonstration
projects. Displays should be made available and tours held
at times that encourage forest user group's attendance and
participation (e.g., summer weekends, evenings).

FORESTRY EDUCATION
OVERVIEW
The results of SDSF's Recreation Study indicate an encouraging
level of interest in the Forest's education potential. In order
to intensify this interest, SDSF's Forestry Education Program

will be informative and fun, providing as many hands-on
experiences as possible. The program will be applied in
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conjunction with demonstration objectives and occur in many
different forms. Forestry education will introduce various
target groups to progressive forest management practices,
resource protection, logging history, forest ecology, and
research. This will be accomplished through literature, indoor
presentations, and outdoor programs.

Instructional organizations can learn about SDSF's resources by
sponsoring classroom presentations or bringing groups to the
Forest. School programs may represent a theme, such as Arbor Day
or Earth Day, and include activities both at school and SDSF.
Classroom and outdoor presentations might also be subject
oriented with topics such as watershed management, forest
ecology, soil biology, or wildlife found in the Forest.

An educator training program, similar to the one at Elkhorn
Slough Reserve, will provide the means for teachers and their
students to experience forestry education without relying on
Forest staff. A program such as this will offer workshops for
educators on different aspects of SDSF and forest resources in
general. After completing training, educators may bring their
students to the Forest for non-staffed instructional field trips.
This removes the time burden from Forest staff members while
allowing instructors to absorb new information and reinforce
their own training.

Information for the general public and small private landowners
will be disseminated through tours, newsletters, brochures,
workshops, and seminars. Newsletters and brochures may cover
information such as current events, research projects, or
compatible rural land uses. Workshops will provide opportunities
to learn about forest management techniques and how to solve
problems in a group setting. Finally, seminars will focus on
specific topics as well as the presentation of ideas, research
results, and group discussion.

PLANNED ACTIONS

1. Develop educational information and programs related to
forest management and ecosystem processes. Presentations
suitable for groups which include people of diverse
backgrounds and varying ages as well as group-specific
programs will be developed.

2. Determine the best method to distribute information about
the forest resources of SDSF to different user groups.
Methods to present facts about SDSF may include oral
presentations, written information, and interpretive
facilities.

3. Encourage educational organizations, such as local public
schools, to use the Forestry Education Program. Stimulate
participation by offering quality educational experiences
that are both informative and enjoyable. SDSF should
establish working relationships with educators and their
students.
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4. Develop a teacher training program that will allow educators
to lead their own forestry education programs. Offer
workshops on topics such as forest ecology, wildlife habitat
requirements, and watershed dynamics which apply directly to
SDSF. The training procedure should encourage on-going
programs which allow students to work with SDSF over a
period of time.

INTERPRETATION
OVERVIEW

The public can gather information about SDSF in a variety of ways
while visiting the Forest. Interpretive facilities such as
self-guided trails, information boards, and hands-on activities
offer the Forest visitor an opportunity to learn the many
features of SDSF. Since groups who utilize the Forest differ in
their use of its many resources, information that applies to and
interests many different individuals is essential. Interpretive
facilities are a great way for the staff to meet the important
goals of public demonstration and education without being relied
upon for instruction.

INTERPRETIVE OPPORTUNITIES

Self-guided walking tours incorporate designated stops that are
marked and indicated in a guide book. Stops on trails in SDSF
might focus on unique sites and vegetation of the Forest or
provide activities that facilitate learning. Interpretive trails
will work well in SDSF because hiking is a common activity. The
Forest provides many possibilities for educational trails,
including a number of old logging trails and roads.

Information boards are effective tools that offer educational

and operational information. Boards located at parking areas,
popular recreation sites, trail heads, and along trails will
provide information in the form of displays and brochures. Facts
that relate to general forest news are best suited to this type
of interpretive facility, and will include subjects like riparian
protection, current logging practices, or forest ecology.

Hands-on activities with touchable items and sensory-oriented
exercises for adults and children are another form of forestry
education. These activities will either stand alone or be
coordinated with self-guided and staff-led tours. For example, a
touchable tree round on a self-guided trail may help visitors
understand how tree age is determined or how human history
compares to that of a tree. Forestry tools such as clinometers
or diameter tapes could be used to show visitors how trees are
measured. Areas containing hands-on activities should be located
near popular recreation sites, picnic areas, and parking areas.

Staff-lead tours will travel over expansive areas not covered by
self-guided trails and contain stops that are not visibly marked.
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Guidebooks and hands-on activities may accompany tours, with
staff members offering supplemental information.

PLANNED ACTIONS

1. Coordinate planning of interpretive facilities with all
forest activities, including recreational use, demonstration
projects, resource protection, and timber harvesting.
Install interpretive facilities near popular recreation
sites, parking locations, and areas receiving silvicultural,
enhancement, or restoration treatments.

2. Develop an interpretive plan that addresses the SDSF
educational audience, types, numbers, and locations of
potential interpretive facilities, and the subject matter to
be presented. The plan should also include recommendations
for facility development as well as monitoring of facility
use.

VOLUNTEER PROGRAM
OVERVIEW

A volunteer program will be used to assist the small Forest staff
in several ways including efforts to provide a complete and
comprehensive forestry interpretive program. Docents are
volunteers who have an interest in both the SDSF and natural
resources in general and enjoy sharing their experiences with
others.

SDSF's docents will be available for public contact and
interpretation in both the Forest and educational settings (such
as classrooms). In the field, docents will benefit the Forest by
providing visitors with information on current events,
facilities, vegetation and wildlife, cultural history, and rules
and regulations. Ideally, volunteers will have training in first
aid and be able to radio for help during emergencies.

Volunteers will also assist in research and monitoring programs,
and maintenance and construction projects. The individual skills
and talents of SDSF's volunteers, such as knowledge of local
flora and fauna, leadership and interpretive skills, and
experience working with people, will be utilized to support the
Forest. Through their work, wvolunteers will both benefit the
operation of SDSF and acquire a better appreciation of state
forests and natural resources in general.

PLANNED ACTIONS

1. Develop a volunteer program which includes docent
recruitment. Volunteers will lead tours, patrol the Forest,
and assist with education, research, and monitoring
programs.
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2. Provide training to familiarize volunteers with the history
of the state forest system, SDSF's history and objectives,
rules and regulations, patrol procedures, and interpretive
skills. General training will also include more specific
information relating to SDSF's access routes, vegetation,
wildlife, and research and monitoring objectives.

FORESTRY EDUCATION CENTER
OVERVIEW

If created, the Forestry Education Center (FEC) will be the focal
point of SDSF. It could house the forest headquarters, staff
offices, an interpretive center for forest visitors, and a
meeting place for demonstration and educational tours. The FEC
may also house a resource library, research laboratory, overnight
accommodations, and an auditorium. The auditorium, useful for
both administrative and educational purposes, could serve as a
location for meetings, classes and workshops, seminars,
informational slide shows, and videos.

The FEC will be used to present a range of information about
SDSF's resources including maps, self-guided tour booklets,
announcements of current events and management activities,
sign-ups for demonstration tours, and fire prevention
information. Examples of interpretive exhibits and displays
available through the FEC include:

Logging History/Equipment Herbarium
Silvicultural Systems Tree Physiology
Wood Products Wildlife

Water Use Soil Information
Fire Safe Program Fisheries

PLANNED ACTIONS

1. Develop site selection criteria for the FEC based on
expected use, cost, building size, and exhibit development.
Select and acquire, if possible, an appropriate location for
the FEC based on the above criteria as well as proximity to
the State Forest and accessibility by the general public.

2. Determine specifically how the FEC will be used. Conduct
subsequent environmental documentation under CEQA. Design
and build the facility, including outside grounds, so that
expected use can be accommodated. Expansion and improvement
of the center in the future should also be taken into
consideration during initial planning.

3. Plan and develop public education exhibits which meet
forestry demonstration and education objectives yet remain
interesting and fun for all age groups. Encourage rotating
presentations from local schools or special interest groups
as well as permanent displays.
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4. Seek alternative funding sources as contributions toward
development and operation of the FEC. Supplemental funding
from grants and private donations may be used for
interpretive presentations, display development, and
facility improvements.

PUBLIC COMMENTS AND CONCERNS

Public comments and concerns relating to forestry demonstration
and education have conveyed much enthusiasm. Respondents to the
recreation study (see the Recreation chapter) indicated
excitement about the potential opportunities to view and learn
about the workings of a forest such as SDSF. Additionally,
comments about the FEC and demonstration goals express an
interest in the facilities and methods through which
demonstration and education will take place.

Forest neighbors and users have indicated curiosity in the future
of the FEC, specifically its location and proximity to the
Forest. Since the actual development of the FEC has yet to be
determined, its location and accessibility remain undecided.

Time and finances permitting, SDSF plans to carefully select and
acquire a piece of property well-suited to everyone's needs.
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TIMBER MANAGEMENT

INTRODUCTION

The main purpose of SDSF's timber management and harvest program
is to conduct demonstrations, education, and research in forest
management, including sustained-yield management with examples of
timber harvesting, that ensures proper land stewardship, improved
forest health, and protects and preserves SDSF as an intensively
managed, multifaceted research forest, consistent with the
legislative goals of PRC Sections 4660-4664.

As stated above, a major purpose of the SDSF timber management
program is to demonstrate sustained-yield management with
examples of timber harvesting. In simple terms, sustained-yield
is the yield of commercial wood that an ownership can produce
continuously at a given intensity of management consistent with
required environmental protection and which is professionally
planned to achieve, over time, a balance between growth and
harvest. For SDSF, this plan provides for harvest levels well
below the level of growth. SDSF is to be used to demonstrate
examples of timber harvesting under sustained yield management
while also sustaining or improving air, fish and wildlife, water
resources, watersheds, aesthetic wvalues, and recreation.
Silvicultural methods and harvest techniques that can be applied
under California Forest Practice Rules for the southern
sub-district of the Coast Forest District will be researched and
utilized to demonstrate sustained-yield management with an
uneven-aged forest structure.

The harvesting of timber will comply with the discussion found in
the Funding and Taxes section of the Administration Chapter. A
secondary goal of harvesting timber is to generate revenue to
cover maintenance, operation, and other costs of SDSF. This
includes funds needed for research, inventory, monitoring, and
rehabilitation projects of the various resources in SDSF. It is
not likely that revenues will meet expenditures, even at the
current minimum level of expenditures, during the initial ten-
year period of this plan. It is anticipated that revenues and
expenditures will converge in approximately the fifth decade of
operations. Specific revenue projections are not made because of
the inherent uncertainty of timber values and markets. Annual
harvest levels may need to be adjusted from time to time to
reflect physical conditions in the SDSF, such as catastrophic
events. If a significant drop in timber prices occurs, timber
harvesting will not exceed the limits discussed in the Harvest
Plan section of this chapter. The Department will attempt to
maintain basic operation and maintenance services from the FRIF
fund in line with other State Forests.
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HARVEST HISTORY

The first timber harvesting in SDSF occurred during the late
1800's when the Forest was part of land owned by F. A. Hihn (see
the Property Description chapter for a more detailed account of
the history of ownership). Hihn logged old-growth redwood along
portions of Amaya Creek and his private Sulphur Springs Road.
Upon his death in 1913, Hihn's heirs assumed ownership of his
lands and continued limited old-growth redwood and tanoak
removal.

In 1924, the property was sold to the Monterey Bay Redwood
Company (MBRC). The MBRC harvested approximately 100 million
board feet of old-growth redwood from 1926 to 1942. Between 1926
and 1934, logs were yarded to roads using ground lead cable
systems powered by steam donkeys. Logs were taken to the
millpond, located south of Olive Springs, on trailers towed by
tractors. From 1934 to 1942, logs were yarded by tractor and
transferred to the mill by log trucks.

The MBRC sold their property to Glenco Forest Products, later
known as the CHY Company, in 1961. During their ownership of the
SDSF property, CHY performed a small amount of selective timber
harvesting between the Sulphur Springs area and the eastern
boundary.

In 1979, the Pelican Timber Company purchased a portion of CHY's
land, including what is now SDSF, and prepared extensive harvest
plans. Pelicans's Timber Harvest Plans were strongly opposed
and, after court battles, expired before large amounts of timber
were removed. Pelican did actually harvest a small amount,
though, prior to state acquisition of the property.
Approximately 15 acres of hardwoods in the Sulphur Springs area
and 230 acres of second-growth redwood and hardwoods along the
west boundary were selectively harvested between 1979 and 1984.

CONIFER VOLUME INVENTORY

There have been three known timber inventories completed for the
SDSF property since the turn of the century. The first inventory
was completed in 1916 preceding significant harvest of the area.
Timber cruisers from San Francisco were hired prior to logging to
determine where to locate mills and the best method of
transporting logs to those mills. They also judged how much
lumber they could harvest from a particular area. The timber
cruisers estimated an average volume of 37,300 board feet per
acre for the property that is now SDSF, the majority of which was
old-growth redwood.

The second inventory was completed in 1978 for Harwood Products,
a potential buyer of the property, to ascertain timber growth and
volume. Average stand age was approximated to be anywhere from
30 to 90 years old. The average volume per acre for the SDSF
portion of the property was estimated at 13,600 board feet, 90
percent of which was redwood.
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The third inventory was conducted by SDSF staff in the summer of
1991. The goals of this wvariable-radius inventory were to
establish current volume and basal area by species and to acquire
information on species distribution. Table 3 contains the
results for volume and basal area of commercial conifers. Based
on harvest history, the average age of most forest stands was
estimated to be 65 years old.

A new, more detailed inventory is needed for harvest scheduling
and Wildlife Habitat Relationships (WHR) classification analysis.
Resources permitting, the inventory will be designed for use by
the year 2000. Data collected will focus on different forest
types rather than the Forest as a whole. The sampling design may
include both permanent and temporary data collection points as
well as variable and fixed radius plots.

Table 3. SDSF conifer basal area and volume estimates.”
PER ACRE FOREST-WIDE TOTAL

SPECIES BASAL AREA VOLUME VOLUME

(sg. ft.) (board feet) (board feet)
Redwood 138 22,033 59,070,473
Douglas-fir 35 6,817 18,276,377
Both
Species 173 28,850 77,346,850

Basal area, the horizontal cross section of trees measured
at four-and-one-half feet above ground, is a measure of
forest stocking or density. Volume is measured in board
feet; a board foot is a unit of measure one foot by one foot
by one inch.

A timber type map for the Forest was created in 1979 by Hammon,
Jensen, Wallen, and Associates, a private forestry consulting
firm. This map shows homogenous areas based on species,
structure (e.g., old growth vs young growth), and density of
forest cover. Though the map is functional, the creation of a
more inclusive representation of the Forest is necessary. This
can be accomplished by a new forest map that includes tree
species, structure, and density and WHR classifications.
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CONIFER GROWTH AND YIELD

A conifer growth study based on the 1991 inventory was done in
the first quarter of 1993. A sample of merchantable (greater
than 12 inches DBH [DBH represents tree diameter 4.5 feet off the
ground on the uphill side]) and submerchantable (less than 12
inches DBH) trees was used to predict growth over a ten-year
period. Submerchantable trees are expected to become
merchantable during this ten-year growing period. The results
indicate the Forest is growing an average of three percent per
year. Table 4 illustrates projected annual growth on a per acre
basis and forest wide totals for redwood and Douglas-fir.

Table 4. Annual growth estimates for SDSF's redwood and
Douglas-fir.

PER ACRE FOREST-WIDE
SPECIES GROWTH TOTAL GROWTH
(board feet) (board feet)
Redwood 713 1,910,481
Douglas-fir 260 696,256
Both
Species 973 2,606,737

SITE QUALITY

Timber site quality information for the Forest comes from the
Soil Survey of Santa Cruz County (SCS, 1980). Figure 4 depicts
the percentage of acres from each site class in the Forest. Site
classifications range from I to V, site I being the best for
timber production. As the graph displays, the most prevalent
site class is III (1233 acres), followed by site IV (833 acres),
and site II (445 acres). Included in the graph are areas which
were not classified as timber production land (170 acres); most
of these areas correspond to creekbeds and grasslands. There are
no areas containing site classes I or V in the Forest.
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Figure 4. Timber site quality for SDSF.
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FOREST DESCRIPTION

Areas in SDSF eligible for harvest include coast redwood and
mixed evergreen (Douglas-fir and hardwood) forest communities.
Hardwoods, especially tanoak, are a large component of both
communities. The normal process in forest succession is for
conifers to overtop and suppress hardwoods, as is presently
occurring in SDSF. This event will ultimately move the Forest
through its current mid-successional stage into a
late-successional condition. The 65-year-old forest is
reasonably healthy though overcrowded in some areas (too many
trees in any one location). SDSF will research and demonstrate
ways to improve forest structure and vigor through timber
harvest.

The diameter distribution (tree diameter class plotted against
the number of trees per acre) of SDSF resembles a traditional
uneven-aged forest even though the forest is really a young,
even-aged stand (Figure 5). Uneven-aged forests contain many
diameter classes and at least three age classes. These forests
are typically managed on a size and structure basis. Even-aged
forests contain one to two age classes of trees and are managed
according to age.

The diameter class distribution of a truly uneven-aged forest
forms an inverse J-shaped curve, indicating decreasing numbers of
trees as diameter increases. Smaller diameter classes commonly
represent younger trees; the number of those smaller trees which
mature into larger and, theoretically, older trees then decreases
through time, as the curve shape implies. Having a greater
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number of trees in smaller diameter classes is preferable in
order to ensure that an adequate amount of regeneration is
present and can keep the forest viable through periods of natural
mortality.

As Figure 5 indicates, there are concentrations and deficits of
specific diameter classes in the distribution. This is typical
of a forest, such as SDSF, that has traditionally been managed on
an even-aged basis. Most of the concentrations result from
overcrowding, which suppresses growth (e.g., 16-inch diameter
class). Those classes with deficits (e.g., 4-inch diameter
class) contain low numbers because the overcrowded areas take up
valuable space and nutrients that other size classes could use.
Both the overcrowding and deficiency involved with these
particular diameter classes can be remedied through a transition
to uneven-aged conditions.

SILVICULTURAL TREATMENTS

Silvicultural treatments involve management decisions and actions
which direct forest growth, harvest, and regeneration. Between
the late 1920's and early 1940's, SDSF was managed on an even-
aged basis with clearcutting and natural regeneration.
Currently, forests in Santa Cruz County, including SDSF, are
managed on an uneven-aged basis as required by the Coast Forest
District's southern sub-district rules of the State's Forest
Practice Rules. Two ways to establish and maintain uneven-aged
conditions are through single tree or small group selection
harvest; both of these methods will be demonstrated by SDSF.
Although timber harvesting would focus on the removal of
conifers, some hardwoods will also be removed to prevent
hardwoods from dominating the residual stands.

Figure 5. Diameter class distribution for SDSF.
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To create an uneven-aged forest structure, a desired diameter
class distribution will be determined and applied to create the
favored structure. A transition period in which the desired
forest size and age structure is obtained will conclude with the
forest exhibiting a diameter distribution indicative of a truly
uneven-aged forest (Figure 6). As illustrated, the idealized
diameter class distribution forms the preferred inverse J-shaped
curve of a traditional uneven-aged forest. Once established, the
uneven-aged forest will be maintained through selective harvest
in all of the merchantable diameter and age classes and through
natural regeneration. Growing space must be provided for young,
middle-aged, and mature trees. The preferred level of tree
spacing will require a balance between achieving adequate
regeneration and providing vigorous growth. 0Old-growth trees
will not be included in uneven-aged management as they will be
considered separately from the rest of the Forest (see the
following O0ld-Growth and Late-Successional Management section).

As trees mature, growth rates level off and slowly decline until
natural mortality occurs. Reduction of growth at any age,
however, can be amplified by conditions such as overcrowding.
Selective harvesting can improve stagnant forest conditions and
enhance overall health. For example, removal of some trees from
overcrowded stands will enable remaining trees to grow faster
because of reduced competition for light, water, and nutrients.
Sprouts and seedlings can also become established easier for the
same reasons, thereby increasing both size and age diversity.

Figure 6. Current and idealized diameter distributions of SDSF.
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In most cases, forest regeneration will be allowed to occur
naturally. This is the best means for SDSF since the dominant
tree species, coast redwood, sprouts quickly and vigorously from
remaining stumps. In areas that do not regenerate sufficiently
(e.g., areas of Douglas-fir or with heavy competition),
supplemental tree planting will take place. Tree planting will
also take place for research and demonstration purposes,
experimenting with alternative means of forest regeneration.
Redwood or Douglas-fir nursery stock will be favored over
hardwood seedlings except in areas where hardwood regeneration is
insufficient.

SILVICULTURAL PRESCRIPTIONS AND LANDSCAPES

Silvicultural activities such as harvest and regeneration require
planning which is typically outlined in silvicultural
prescriptions. Silvicultural prescriptions for SDSF will
encourage attention to landscape perspectives and patterns that
benefit vegetation, wildlife, and other wvalues.

Management from a landscape perspective focuses on landscape
patterns and the responses of biotic (e.g., plants, animals) and
abiotic (e.g., soil and water) factors to changes in those
patterns. A large part of this type of management involves the
response of biota to disturbances (such as unnatural openings or
burned areas) in the landscape, also known as edge effect. Edge
effect, considered to be both beneficial and detrimental, can
have impacts on species that are adapted to interior forested
habitats. The use of selection methods for harvest, however, can
help minimize negative impacts by eliminating sharp contrasts
between areas of harvest and adjacent forested areas.

As part of demonstration and research objectives, SDSF will
experiment with different sizes of group selection openings as
well as feathering the edges of openings. The main purpose of
experiments is to determine the extent of edge effect on biota
associated with different harvest levels and sizes of group
selection openings. Results of demonstration and research
projects will be used in the development of future silvicultural
prescriptions and activities.

CUTTING CYCLE

Designated forest stands will be selectively harvested once every
ten years or more. The interval between these harvests is known
as the cutting cycle. The length of cutting cycles will depend
on tree densities, diameter distributions, growth rates, stand
objectives and other parameters. Once these items have been
analyzed, definitive cutting cycles can be specified.

Preliminary results indicate that cutting cycles would vary from
approximately 20 years in the short term (i.e., over the next
decade) to 10-15 years in the long term (i.e., after five
decades) .
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Traditionally, harvest at the end of a cutting cycle removes the
amount of growth that has occurred since the previous harvest.
This may be true for some stands, however, for most stands within
SDSF not all of the growth between cutting cycles will be removed
(see the Harvest Plan section). By not removing all of the
growth, the amount of volume remaining following each stand entry
will increase over time.

SILVICULTURAL TREATMENTS AND NON-TIMBER RESOURCES

One of SDSF's demonstration goals is to display that
silvicultural treatments are compatible with aesthetic,
biological, and recreation values. Ways to display this
compatibility may include harvest methods which are aesthetically
acceptable both from a distance and close-up, marking treatment
boundaries so that they have minimal visual impact from roads or
trails, and providing for habitat improvement through
silvicultural prescriptions. These and other examples may be
elements of demonstration programs directly related to timber
harvest.

OLD-GROWTH AND LATE-SUCCESSION MANAGEMENT
OLD GROWTH

Existing old-growth redwood areas in the Forest have been
excluded from all future timber harvesting, as mandated by SDSF's
authorizing legislation AB 1965. Figure 7 shows that the areas
are quite limited (approximately 25 acres) and broken into two to
ten acre blocks. (A buffer zone surrounds each block and is
included in the total acreage.) Individual old-growth conifer
trees will be identified and marked for preservation during
timber harvest preparations; individual tree characteristics,
listed in Table 5, will be used to identify these old-growth
trees in the Forest. (Table 5 compares tree characteristics for
old growth against those of young growth.) No individual
characteristic, including age, will be used to make a
classification. Instead, combinations of these characteristics
will be used to determine if trees are old growth or young
growth.

LATE SUCCESSION

Late-succession management areas will be administered to promote
the development of functional old-growth habitat characteristics
through infrequent, low-intensity timber management activities.
These characteristics include multi-level canopy structure which
provides vertical and horizontal diversity, stand-age diversity,
and large trees, snags, down logs, and other woody debris.
Recruitment and retention of these characteristics, which provide
important habitat elements for fish and wildlife speciesg, will be
attained through silvicultural prescriptions. For example, trees
with crowns that extend over the stream will not be harvested
unless a qualified hydrologist or wildlife biologist recommends
removal of such trees to enhance riparian habitat or hydrologic
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function. These trees may also be removed when recommended by a
certified engineering geologist to help stabilize active slides.
WHR classifications will be used to assess and maintain the

specific wildlife habitat characteristics of these areas in SDSF.

Like areas of old growth, sections in the Forest designated for
late-succession management have been identified and mapped
(Figure 7). These areas make up 15 percent of the overall
forest, and correspond to a width of 300 feet on each side of the
East Branch of Soquel Creek, Amaya, and Fern Creeks within SDSF
boundaries. Timber harvesting in these areas would conform to
the following guidelines:

* At least 75% total shade canopy in multiple layers
would be retained.

* At least 25% shade canopy in trees at least 24 inches
DBH would be retained.

* All woody riparian (i.e., hydrophytic) vegetation would
be retained except where riparian function would be
enhanced by removing such vegetation.

* Large snags (i.e., standing dead trees at least 20
inches DBH and 15 feet tall) or live wildlife trees
(i.e., trees that support bird nests or have cavities

or large limbs that make them valuable for nesting
birds) would be recruited (created from existing
healthy trees) or retained at an average density of at
least five per acre.

* At selected locations where conifers are lacking,
Douglas-firs and redwoods would be planted to promote
long-term recruitment of large woody debris in streams.

* Downed logs at least 24 inches in diameter and 30 feet
long would be retained or recruited by felling trees at
an average density of at least two per acre, and total
coarse, woody debris would be retained at an average
density of at least 10 tons per acre.

Site disturbance during harvesting operations in late-succession
management areas will be kept to a minimum by restricting tractor
use and cable-yarding corridors to predesignated trails.
Furthermore, all trees to be harvested and all wildlife trees and
downed logs to be retained will be marked. A registered
geologist and a qualified hydrologist will also be utilized to
review operations during timber harvest planning.

Areas along the creeks were chosen for a number of reasons,
including protection of sensitive riparian zones, fisheries
resources, and existing Watercourse and Lake Protection Zones
(WLPZ) . Furthermore, these areas provide habitat corridors and
buffers between creeks and nearby harvested areas. Corridors are
important for wildlife movement and survival, providing a
valuable element to the landscape pattern.
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Table 5.

characteristics.

YOUNG GROWTH

Abundant branches or
knots in the lower 1/3 of
the bole (tree trunk).

Branches are small, 3
inches or less in
diameter.

The tops of the crown are
usually pointed and the
branches are usually
upturned.

Bark is typical of
younger trees as
described in dendrology
books (shallow bark
furrows) .

Growth is generally fast,
as indicated by large
annual rings - usually
less than 10 annual rings
per inch.

Excessive taper in open
grown trees.

Diameter at breast height
(DBH) generally less than
48 inches.

Tree age less than 175
years.

Individual redwood and Douglas-fir tree

OLD GROWTH

Lower third of the bole
is relatively free of
branches or knot
indicators.

Large branches, many
larger than 4 inches in
diameter.

Tops of crown are rounded
or flat. Branches may be
downturned.

Bark is typical of older
mature trees as described
in dendrology books (deep
bark furrows, bark
between furrows often
plate-like) .

Slow current growth as
indicated by a long
period of narrow annual
rings - usually 15 or
more annual rings per
inch.

Very little taper, even
in open grown trees.

Diameter at breast height
(DBH) generally greater
than 40 inches.

Tree age 175 years or
greater.

Source: CDF
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HARVEST SYSTEMS

The terrain where logging activities are to occur will be the key
factor in determining whether ground skidding, cable logging, or
aerial harvest systems are used. The erosion hazard, slope
angle, slope stability, and distance to drainages will also be
carefully evaluated in the selection of harvest systems.
Additional factors include access, public safety, aesthetics,
timing, noise, environmental mitigation, economic conditions,
research, and demonstration aspects. The appropriate harvest
system for each timber sale will be identified and utilized based
on the above considerations. Refinements on the harvest systems
used will be made as necessary to accomplish harvesting in an
economical, efficient, and environmentally sound manner.

SYSTEMS FOR USE IN SDSF

Ground skidding logging systems, methods which tow logs on the
ground to landings (loading areas), consist of tractor, rubber
tire skidder, and horse logging. Horse logging, limited to
gentle slopes and modest sized trees, can be used to minimize
soil disturbance, damage to residual trees in dense stands, or
for demonstrative purposes. Tractors and rubber tire skidders
are generally used where slopes average less than 35 percent
though steeper slopes will be considered on a site-gpecific
basis. (This would only occur in SDSF after evaluations of slope
stability and erosion hazard potential and the ability to
mitigate any problems to negligible proportions.)

In SDSF, ground skidding equipment will be restricted to the
minimum size capable of moving the harvested timber. Skid trail
systems (temporary trails used by ground skidding equipment) will
be designed so that existing skid trails are utilized where
appropriate. All new and rehabilitated trails will be
predesignated and placed at a minimum distance of 100 feet apart.
A certified engineering geologist will participate in the
preparation of all timber harvest plans to certify the locations
of all proposed roads, skid trails, and landings on unstable
soils, slide areas, and areas where the California Forest
Practice Rules require that skid trails be designated before the
start of timber operations.

Ground lead, high lead, and skyline logging, commonly referred to
as cable logging, use cables to partially suspend logs off the
ground while transporting them to designated landings. The
cables are attached to a machine, called a yarder, which is
equipped with multiple winches and a tower for pulling the
cables. A wide range of cable systems are available for logging
both large and small timber. In SDSF, cable yarding will
generally be used on steep slopes, near drainages, or where road
construction is difficult.

Aerial harvest systems incorporate the use helicopters and
balloons to move logs from one area to another. These systems
are beneficial when the erosion hazard or slope instability are
high or when access to an area is limited. 1In SDSF, aerial
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systems will be considered primarily for demonstrative purposes
and where cable yarding is not possible. Helicopter timber drop-
off and landing areas will be located at least 0.5 mile from the
nearest occupied dwellings.

A preliminary logging plan for SDSF designated proposed tractor
and cable yarding areas, existing and planned roads, and old
growth areas (Figure 8). Based on this plan, approximately 1,700
acres are suitable for yarding by tractors and 900 acres are
suitable for yarding by cable yarders or helicopters.

HARVEST SYSTEMS AND COMPATIBILITY

Harvesting operations will be planned and implemented to minimize
conflicts with neighbors and visitors where possible. To
accomplish this, road and skid trail construction will be
designed with potential users in mind. For example, specific
logging trails can be designed to serve as future recreation
trails where appropriate. Certain logging trails may be closed,
however, following harvesting activities where public access is
inappropriate (e.g., research or sensitive areas, or where
trespass across private property would occur). New roads and
skid trails will be carefully located to minimize wvisual impacts.
Additionally, the size and duration of area closures and traffic
diversions will be evaluated for each timber sale.

HARVEST PLAN

HARVEST LEVEL

Short Term

SDSF's annual harvest level for the next ten years will be
between 500,000 and 900,000 board feet (approximately 20 to 35
percent of forest-wide growth). This harvest level is consistent
with AB 1965 in that it provides for timber management
demonstrations and promises an intensively managed research
forest. 1In 1995, SDSF's first timber harvest removed 550,000
board feet. The second harvest, which is planned for 1998, is
expected to harvest over 1.0 million board feet. Subsequent
harvests are expected to yield 1.5 million board feet every other
year, which is equivalent to 750,000 board feet per year or 30
percent of forest-wide conifer growth. This harvest rate is
substantially lower than SDSF's current conifer growth rate of
2.6 million board feet per year and is approximately one percent
of the standing conifer inventory. The maximum harvest level
allowed regardless of the market price of timber or revenue needs
shall be no more than 35 percent of growth or 900,000 board feet
per year.
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Preliminary logging plan.

Figure 8.
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Long Term

The harvest level is projected to gradually increase from 750,000
board feet per year in the first decade to approximately 1.55
million board feet per year in the fifth and subsequent decades.
This gradual increase in harvest levels over the first five
decades to the equivalent of 50-60 percent of forest-wide growth
shall be the maximum percentage of growth harvested in the fifth
and subsequent decades regardless of revenue needs. It is
anticipated that the funds needed for the maintenance and
operation expenses of SDSF, reasonable capital costs, and other
expenses incurred in fulfilling the objectives of PRC Sections
4660-4664 on SDSF will only be fulfilled once this harvest level
is achieved. An analysis of sustained yield production was
completed according to the California Forest Practice Rules (CCR
913.11) to determine the effects of this harvest level over time
on average stocking level (i.e., timber volume per acre) and
corresponding stand growth rates. This analysis concluded that
the proposed harvesting schedule is sustainable over the long
term (Jones and Stokes Associates, Inc., 1996).

Sustained yield production is achieved by balancing growth and
harvest over time, maintaining a timber inventory capable of
sustaining the long-term sustained yield (LTSY) (i.e., the
harvest level projected to be sustainable after 100 years), and
having the projected annual harvest level for all future rolling
ten-year periods not exceed the LTSY. These results were
demonstrated by projecting stocking conditions, growth, and
harvest levels for the planning area over a 100-year period based
on the best available information and accepted principles of
forest management and statistics.

The land area within SDSF was grouped according to its
availability for timber harvesting: unavailable (e.g.,
grasslands, brushlands, streams, ponds, trails, landings,
inoperable areas, old-growth management areas, roads, and
unconvertible hardwood areas; limited availability (e.g., late
succession management areas, recreation sites, and unstable
areas; and fully available. As a result, 55 percent of SDSF
(1,475 acres) is fully available for timber production, 30
percent (805 acres) has limited availability, and 15 percent (400
acres) 1is unavailable.

Sustained yield production was analyzed based on the following
highly conservative simplifying assumptions:

* stand age averages 60 years;

* all SDSF timberlands support mixed-species, mixed-age
stands of redwood, Douglas-fir, and hardwood trees with
an average stocking level of 30,000 board feet per
acre;

* all SDSF timberlands are currently growing at an
average rate of 1,000 board feet per acre per year, and
will maintain this average growth rate over a wide
range of stocking levels and average stand ages;
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* harvesting will remove an average of 10,000 board feet
per acre from fully-available lands and 3,500 board
feet per acre from lands with limited availability each
decade; and

* the forestwide harvesting level will gradually increase
from 750,000 board feet per year in the first decade to
1.5 million board feet per year in the fifth and
subsequent decades.

The projected distribution of SDSF timberlands by average
stocking level over the next ten decades is shown in Table 6.
Based on the above assumptions, fully-available timberlands
account for 86 percent of the total first-decade harvest, and
lands with limited availability account for the remaining 14
percent. In the first decade, a total of 645 acres of fully-
available land and 300 acres of less available land are
harvested. The total area harvested each decade then increases
through the fifth decade, when the entire 1,475 acres of fully-
available land and 214 acres of less available land are
harvested. From the fifth through the tenth decades, all fully-
available lands are harvested (at the relatively light intensity
of 10,000 board feet per acre) approximately once per decade
(Jones and Stokes Associates, Inc., 1996).

As shown in Table 6 and Figures 9 and 10, the average stocking
level on fully-available lands increases from 30,000 board feet
per acre to a weighted average of 46,000 board feet per acre
after ten decades. The average stocking level on lands with
limited availability gradually increases over this period to
110,000 board feet per acre. Based on the stocking conditions
projected for the tenth decade, the LTSY for SDSF is at least 1.7
million board feet per year; this estimate is very conservative.
The LTSY could be increased if more harvesting occurred in the
less-available land class. This analysis shows that the proposed
harvesting schedule balances harvest and growth, maintains an
inventory capable of producing the LTSY, and does not exceed the
LTSY in any future period (Jones and Stokes Associates, Inc.,
199e6) .

As part of the analysis for each succeeding decade, the short and
long term harvest levels will be reevaluated based on the best
available information at that time. The level of timber
harvesting shall not exceed LTSY and on a cumulative basis shall
be limited to the level of timber harvesting necessary to provide
the funds needed for the maintenance and operation expenses of
SDSF, reasonable capital costs, and other expenses incurred in
fulfilling the objectives of PRC Sections 4660-4664 on SDSF.

HARVEST PROCESS

Approximately every two years, SDSF staff will plan a timber
sale, in accordance with environmental laws, which fulfills the
harvest objective. Each plan will specify, at a minimum, the
area and volume to be harvested, logging and silvicultural
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methods to be used, and restoration and mitigation measures
necessary to address environmental concerns. All potential
harvests will be evaluated by CDF Forest Practice staff and will
be available for public review.

Once a timber sale has been approved by the CDF Director, a
minimum bid will be established for the sale. The timber
designated for harvest will then be sold to the highest bidder.
The timber purchaser will enter into a contract with the State
which specifies all requirements in detail, including the
operation and payment schedule, adherence to applicable laws, and
any additional improvements or demonstrations. SDSF staff will
administer the sale, assuring that the contractor abides by the
contract. Furthermore, CDF Forest Practice Officers will
periodically inspect the operation.

The harvest process will be administered through the CDF Class
ITT permit system for major timber sales. Periodically, small
timber sales (less than 100,000 board feet) may be offered for
demonstration or research purposes. These harvests would require
a Class I minor timber sale permit. Any conifers removed in
minor sales or lost through catastrophe (wind, fire, flood, or
pest infestation) must also be applied to the designated harvest
level. 1In the event of a major catastrophe, salvage logging
would occur and the annual harvest level would be recalculated.

TIMBER OPERATIONS MONITORING

To avoid adverse impacts on water quality and fisheries resulting
from the discharge of sediment to watercourses attributable to
timber operations, SDSF staff will monitor all timber operations
(including all harvesting areas and new roads, skid trails, and
landings) annually for 5-7 years following completion of the
operations. Occurrences of substantial surface erosion (i.e.,
gullies) or mass wasting (i.e., landslides or slumps) resulting
from the operations will be identified and described by a
registered professional forester. Each substantial gully or
landslide will be evaluated to determine its cause and identify
stabilization measures that will be most feasible, effective, and
cost effective. Such measures will be implemented within 90 days
from the date when the subject site is identified, unless due
cause for delay is explained and a reasonable alternative
schedule for implementation is proposed by the forest manager.
Appropriate mitigation measures to be incorporated into future
timber operations will be described and specified in future
timber harvesting plans to avoid a recurrence of the observed
erosion or mass wasting events.

TIMBER MARKETS
The local timber market is largely influenced by the proximity of

sawmills and economic conditions. The closest large sawmill to
SDSF is the Big Creek Lumber Company mill, located 17 miles north
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Table 6. Projected distribution of SDSF timberlands with full

and limited availability by average conifer stocking

level over ten decades.

Availability
Class

Stocking Level
(MBF/acre)

Acres by Decade

()

10

Full

30
40
50

Acres harvested

Acres harvested as percent of

acres in class

Limited

30
36.5
40
46.5
50
53
56.5
63
66.5
73
76.5
83
86.5
89.5
93
99.5
103
109.5

Acres harvested

Acres harvested as percent of

acres in class

1,475

645

805

300

37

645

830

810

55

300

505

28¢

36

1,455
20

975

66

586
219

271

34

955 620 620
520 855 855
1,305

1,140 1,475

77 88 100

52
753
257
548
500
305

257 243 214

32 30 26

620
835

1,475

100

714

91

214

26

620
855

1,475

100

123
682

214

26

620
855

1,475

100

591

214

214

26

620
855

1,475

100

805

214

26

Source: Jones and Stokes Associates, Inc., 1996
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Figure 9. Projected annual conifer growth and harvest on SDSF
timberlands with full or limited availability.
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Figure 10. Projected aggregate conifer stocking on SDSF
timberlands with full or limited availability.
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of Santa Cruz. The next closest sawmills are operated by Redwood
Empire and Preston Lumber in Cloverdale, 165 miles north of Santa
Cruz on Highway 101. The Harwood Products mill in Branscomb, 250
miles north of Santa Cruz and west of Highway 101, handles mostly
fir logs. The Sequoia Forest Industries mill, in Dinuba, is 150
miles southeast of the Forest.

The timber market has historically undergone fluctuations as a
consequence of economic conditions. Figure 11 indicates dramatic
changes in redwood stumpage prices during the last 20 years

Figure 11. Timber market stumpage prices.
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(State Board of Equalization, 1996). Stumpage prices reflect the
value of logs delivered to the mill less the costs of logging,
hauling, and cleanup. In the 1990's, stumpage prices have been

increasing. Factors contributing to this rise include a decline
in federal timber sales, reduction of available timber elsewhere,
increased forest regulations, and protection of threatened and
endangered species. Furthermore, the demand for forest products
remains strong, keeping prices high. These factors, along with
the cyclical nature of the timber market, are expected to
continue and influence market activity.

Timber values for SDSF are not expected to be equal to general
redwood/Douglas-fir prices. Bidding competition for SDSF sales
will generally be lower because of the scarcity of sawmills in
the region. Harvesting operations will usually be more expensive
because of the amount of rehabilitation and restoration work
planned. For example, existing undersized road culverts will be
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replaced, existing roads will be reshaped and surfaced to reduce
erosion and additional fire hazard reduction work will be
performed. These revenue reducing activities will be added to
the cost of harvesting.

HARDWOOD MANAGEMENT

The 1991 inventory estimated hardwood basal area to be 116 square

feet per acre. Figure 12 represents the hardwood basal area by
the three most common species and a grouping of lesser occurring
species (live oak, willow, alder, and bigleaf maple). As the

graph indicates, tanocak is the most common hardwood species
present. Hardwoods are a significant component of SDSF and, on
average, comprise 40 percent of the basal area.

Figure 12. Estimated basal area for SDSF's hardwood tree
species.
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Hardwood stands will be evaluated during wildlife and timber
management planning. The forest type map discussed in the
Conifer Volume Inventory section will classify hardwoods as well
as conifers in SDSF. Areas that have always been hardwood will
remain so and will be examined for wildlife habitat enhancement
and research opportunities. Approximately 100 acres of SDSF
timberlands that naturally support conifers but, as a result of
past logging and other management, currently support pure or
predominantly hardwood stands (primarily tanoaks and madrones)
will gradually be harvested and reforested where appropriate by
planting redwood and Douglas-fir seedlings. These stands are
widely distributed throughout the Forest in units one-quarter to
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one acre in size. A site specific analysis of potential biotic
and wildlife habitat impacts will occur prior to all hardwood
conversion. Any individual openings will not exceed 0.5 acres.

Another aspect of hardwood management will be to examine and
experiment with alternative uses for hardwoods. The goal is to
efficiently utilize more raw material, targeting portable sawmill
owners, timber operators, and private property owners in the

process. Some items that can be made from hardwood lumber
include furniture, paneling, flooring, and decking. Hardwoods
can also be utilized as fuelwood and chips. SDSF will research

and demonstrate the management and use of hardwoods as a timber
resource.

DEMONSTRATION AND RESEARCH PROGRAMS

SDSF's demonstration and research programs will integrate all
facets of timber management consistent with PRC Sections 4660-
4664 and subject to the limitations of this management plan.
Each timber sale will serve as a demonstration but also may
contain a research component. Research projects will evaluate
the applicability, practicality, and effectiveness of wvarious
strategies of forest and watershed management. Timber management
demonstrations will include planning and operational projects as
well as tours showing the risks and benefits of timber
harvesting. Additional information on projects can be found in
the Demonstration and Education and Research chapters.

Findings of research and demonstration projects will be available
to the general public, small private landowners, researchers, and
the forest products industry. Information will be distributed
through research publications, direct mailing, and libraries.

SDSF can best serve the general public by providing information
and experiences which enhance understanding of forest management
principles and good land stewardship. The best way to provide
learning opportunities is through exposure to forest management
activities. Demonstration subjects might include the
complexities of land management, trade-offs involved with timber
harvesting, and the extent of wood products utilized by
consumers. With this information, the public can make their own
informed decisions regarding the effects of forest management.

Small private landowners can gather useful information and learn
to plan more efficiently by viewing land management alternatives.
Visiting project sites and observing results is an effective way
to understand management techniques and how they might apply to
private land. Of most benefit will be practical, directed
projects that clearly demonstrate timber management, natural
resource enhancement techniques, and solutions to specific
problems.

Timber operators and industrial land managers will have the
opportunity to view various harvesting and environmental
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protection techniques. Demonstration and research project ideas
will be solicited from this group. Possible projects may include
evaluating methods to enhance forest health and regeneration,
testing new harvest and management techniques, and solving
operational problems.

MINOR FOREST PRODUCTS

The primary minor forest product that will be sold from the
Forest is fuelwood. Fuelwood, primarily from hardwood tree
species, will be available on an intermittent basis, usually as
the result of other management activities. These activities may
include road work, fuel break construction or maintenance,
by-products of timber sales, and wildlife habitat improvement
projects.

Additional forest products may be sold as they become available.
These include salvage sawlogs, redwood split salvage, cull logs,
roots and stumps, posts, boughs and other greens. As with the
hardwood management program, the use of these products promotes
utilization of raw materials that might otherwise accumulate and
present safety or fire hazards.

PUBLIC COMMENTS AND CONCERNS

Comments and concerns regarding SDSF's timber management program
have been very detailed and encompass a variety of subjects.
Since it is impossible to address every comment directly, five
broad topics of concern which cover most comments have been
identified.

The first and probably most important concern to neighbors and
other users of SDSF involves disturbance caused by logging

activities. Logging truck traffic on mountain roads, reduced
access to the Forest, alteration of the forest viewshed, and
noise are sources of apprehension for many individuals. As

stated in the management guidelines below, SDSF will strive to
reduce possible impacts to forest neighbors and users during all
forest management activities.

Another concern that has generated many comments deals with the
possibility of negative impacts on Forest wildlife. Comments
generally focus on the effects of timber harvesting on wildlife
habitat, including concern for streams and adjacent riparian
areas. SDSF plans to evaluate and monitor the response of
various plant and animal species to forest management activities.
Results of studies may include strategies to improve adverse
conditions, enhance mediocre areas, or maintain exceptional
situations.

The third area of attention deals with revenue from State Forest

harvests. Interested individuals have expressed an opinion that
SDSF should only harvest enough to cover basic expenses and that
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revenue should only be used for these expenses only. CDF
recognizes that PRC Sections 4660-4664 limits the level of
harvests on a cumulative basis to that necessary to provide the
funds needed for the maintenance and operation expenses of SDSF,
reasonable capital costs, and other expenses incurred in
fulfilling the objectives of PRC Sections 4660-4664 on SDSF. CDF
must also comply with California Forest Practice Rules and Board
of Forestry policy. The Department will not attempt to
accurately estimate revenues over any specific time period. As
revenues increase over time, the Department will request
expenditure augmentations through the normal budget process.
Final state forest allocations ultimately rest with the
Legislature.

Concern for the natural instability of the Soquel Creek watershed
and excessive soil loss is also prevalent. Logging activities in
the forest will adhere to California Forest Practice Rules which
limit road and skid trail construction. These regulations
require site-specific mitigation as necessary to reduce erosion
to minimum levels. Additionally, environmentally sound logging
practices and experimental research will be used to minimize
damage to this sensitive area.

Finally, neighbors of SDSF would like to see local loggers,
trucking companies, and mills perform the felling, hauling, and
milling of products from the Forest's timber sales. While this
may be ideal, the bid process cannot be limited to local
businesses. In some cases, the highest bidder will likely be
local, keeping the work and revenue in the Santa Cruz area.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

1. Maintain and enhance a healthy forest ecosystem. This
includes the monitoring of basic resources and requiring
management activities that ensure forest vigor. The Forest
will be periodically surveyed on an informal basis for
general health, with emphasis on disease and insect
activity, tree growth and vigor, and soil stability. Other
monitoring activities, such as those developed for fisheries
and wildlife, will contribute additional information on the
health of individual resources within the ecosystem.

2. Protect and monitor the watershed, soil, fisheries, and
wildlife resources during all timber harvesting activity.
The fundamental goal is to minimize impacts to these
resources through planning and mitigation developed on a
site specific basis. Protection measures may include
selecting low impact harvest methods, avoiding sensitive
areas, and conserving or improving resource integrity.
Timber harvesting will not occur during the period of winter
operations (October 15 through April 15).
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Design timber management activities based on landscape
perspectives. Components to consider will include
horizontal and vertical forest structure, vegetation
density, edge effect, corridor size, and biological
diversity.

Timber sales will have demonstrational value and include
experimental and educational aspects whenever possible.
This may include pre-harvest and post-harvest activities as
well as actual harvest procedures.

Consider neighbor and visitor concerns during all timber
harvesting activities. SDSF will strive to reduce excessive
noise, wvisual impacts, and transport activity. Logging
methods and haul routes that facilitate reduced disturbance
will be evaluated on site-specific bases and used as
appropriate.

Demonstrate timber management compatibility and integration
with recreation. Whenever possible, design timber sales to
minimize conflicts with recreational use and improve
recreation facilities such as roads and trails.
Additionally, safe recreational behavior during logging
activities will be encouraged through signs, direction from
SDSF staff, and alternative routes.

Each timber harvesting operation will include sediment
source remediation. High-priority remediation sites will be
considered when selecting areas for upcoming harvests. In
some cases, remediation at locations other than timber
harvest areas could constitute offsite mitigation for the
watershed impacts of harvesting.

PLANNED ACTIONS

Harvest between 500,000 and 900,000 board feet per year for
the next ten years. This is approximately 20-35 percent of
forest wide growth.

Protect all old-growth redwood and Douglas-fir trees in the
Forest. Promote the development of functional old-growth
habitat characteristics in late-succession management areas
within 300 feet of the East Branch of Soquel Creek, Amaya
Creek, and Fern Gulch.

Identify planned harvest areas for the ten-year period 1998
to 2007. Evaluate all possible harvesting and silvicultural
methods, new road construction needs, and compatibility with
other forest uses for each area under consideration.

Develop a forest type map which includes tree species, WHR
classifications, forest structure, and vegetation density.
As resources permit, create a Geographic Information System
(GIS) database for the Forest which contains this forest
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type map. The database will eventually include information
on soil characteristics, streams, topography, research,
inventories and roads, trails, facilities, and other
improvements.

Reinventory the Forest by the year 2000. The new inventory
will collect information by forest type including timber
volume, tree age, growth, mortality, stand structure, and
WHR characteristics. The remeasurement interval and
sampling scheme will be specified in the inventory design.

Monitor all timber operations annually for 5-7 years
following completion of the operations. Any substantial
surface erosion or mass wasting found will be identified and
described by a registered professional forester and

evaluated to determine its cause. Identify and implement
stabilization measures that will be most feasible and cost
effective within 90 days. (Refer to Appendix C, Monitoring
Plan.)

Convert approximately 16 acres of hardwoods back to conifers
over the next ten years. Individual openings will not
exceed 0.5 acres.
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RESEARCH

INTRODUCTION

It is Board of Forestry policy for all state forests to conduct
innovative research in forest management. The purpose of such
research is to provide resource management information to the
general public, small forest landowners, and the forest products
industry. Research opportunities in SDSF are numerous, offering
small or large, general or specific, and experimental subjects.
Individuals conducting research may represent private
organizations, including consulting firms and environmental
protection groups, or public agencies, such as institutions of
learning or resource-based departments.

A plan to identify specific subjects of concern and research
priorities for SDSF needs to be formulated so that continuous and
long-range studies can commence. Forest staff will investigate
possibilities and rely heavily on what the public, CDF officials,
and resource professionals would like to see analyzed.

COMPLETED PROJECTS

Six research projects, summarized below, have already been
completed for resources within SDSF. Procedures and results of
each study are outlined in their respective chapters with the
exception of the Geologic Survey, which is covered in the
Property Description chapter.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL STUDY

A complete surface field survey for archaeological and
historical sites was conducted in 1991 by Dr. Brian Dillon.
Dr. Dillon is a consulting archaeologist affiliated with
the California State University at Northridge. Sites found
during this study will be protected for cultural, research,

and educational purposes.

BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT

An inventory and assessment of SDSF's biota was completed by
biologists from California Polytechnic State University, San
Luis Obispo, in 1993. The survey resulted in lists of all
plants and animals seen, heard, or tracked in the Forest
(refer to Appendix B for species lists). The study, which
concentrated on special status species, was under the
direction of Professors V.L. Holland and Mike Hanson.
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GEOLOGIC SURVEY

An extensive geologic survey of SDSF involved detailed
mapping of geologic features. This analysis was conducted
in 1992 by Michael Manson and Julie Sowma-Bawcom of the
California Division of Mines and Geology. Mapped
information includes geologic characteristics, landslides,
stream orders, and areas where mitigation work can be done.

RECREATION STUDY

A recreation survey to determine forest recreational users'
views and use patterns was sent to the neighbors of the
Forest and the local mountain community. Copies of the
survey were also distributed in the State Forest and in The
Forest of Nisene Marks State Park. Results of the study
have been a primary source of public input into the forest
management planning process. The principal investigators
for the study were Marcia McNally and Randy Hester from the
University of California, Berkeley.

TIMBER AND GROWTH INVENTORY

A forest-wide timber inventory and supplemental growth
analysis were conducted to determine the current conditions
of forest volume and vigor. The timber inventory, completed
in 1991 by SDSF staff, surveyed both conifers and hardwoods
on a ten percent sample of the Forest. The growth study
used a portion of the plots established by the timber

inventory but assessed the current growth rates of conifers
only.

WATERSHED ASSESSMENT

A comprehensive cumulative watershed effects analysis for
the East Branch of Soquel Creek watershed was completed by
CDF forest hydrologist Pete Cafferata. Chris Poole, a
student intern from the University of California, Santa
Cruz, and Forest staff assisted with data collection.
Information obtained from the assessment should allow future
management activities to maintain or enhance watershed and
soil integrity.

RESEARCH PRIORITIES

Subjects for research will include all ecosystems in the Forest
but are likely to focus on elements in riparian and coast redwood
forest habitats. Studies will concentrate on all components of
resource management, including protection, management, and public
use. Initial research priorities are listed below; as forest
management techniques evolve, precedence will adjust accordingly.
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WATERSHED MANAGEMENT

* Monitor the effects of forest management activities on
the resources of the East Branch of Soquel Creek
watershed within SDSF.

* Investigate stream enhancement and rehabilitation
techniques.
* Control erosion and stream sedimentation caused by

logging, road building, and recreational use.

TIMBER MANAGEMENT

* Investigate optimal spacing requirements for growth and
regeneration.

* Study hardwood management.

* Study old-growth redwood forest communities and ways to
achieve late-succession stand characteristics over
time.

* Investigate logging techniques which minimize visual,

auditory, and environmental impacts.

FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE

* Assess the current condition of the fisheries resources
within SDSF.

* Study methods to improve steelhead and coho rearing
habitat conditions.

* Investigate methods to improve wildlife habitat and

provide for healthy biodiversity.

RECREATIONAL USE

* Monitor environmental impacts of visitors to the
Forest.
* Study the reactions and responses of recreational users

and neighbors to all forest management activities.

PUBLIC COMMENTS AND CONCERNS

The general public's wishes regarding research include desire to
be kept informed of SDSF's research plans and actions, both
presently and in the future. Specifically, curiosity relating to
research subjects, objectives, and investigators (and their
affiliation) has been prevalent. To satisfy this concern, SDSF
plans to announce current research projects through publications
such as the Mountain Network News and other local newspapers.
Additionally, newsletters containing information on present
activities will be posted on signboards throughout the Forest.

Other public comments have suggested that information derived
from research studies should be used to formulate forest
management policy and actions. Gaining information which will
aid in the management of SDSF is essentially the purpose of
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research projects; the Forest staff intends to put to use
relevant information obtained through research.

A final category of public interest involves the availability of
study results. Individuals have expressed that research findings
be made available as conclusions may be applicable to their own
lands. As stated in the management guidelines below, results
will be available through public libraries, natural resource
journals, CDF publications, and direct mailing.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

1. Actively design and carry out continuing scientific studies
which refine and improve upon existing state of the art
forest land management techniques.

2. Coordinate research projects with other state forests and
local, state, and federal public agencies. Additionally,
research opportunities may be provided for universities,
industry professionals, and private interest groups.
Research may be formal or informal, depending on the party
conducting the study and available funding.

3. Assure dissemination of research results in a timely and
professional manner. Information gained from studies will
be made available to local, state, and federal public
agencies as well as resource professionals, forest
neighbors, and other interested individuals. Reports may be
made available through direct mailing, newsletter articles,
public libraries, or professional natural resource journals.

PLANNED ACTIONS

1. Develop a comprehensive research plan that evaluates
research subjects and priorities, identifies proper
audiences, and defines techniques to distribute information
effectively and in a timely manner. The plan will encourage
innovative research in forest management, resource
protection, and recreation. An investigation to develop the
plan will examine previous research to determine the extent
of what has already been completed in the area as well as
topics lacking in information.

2. Serve as an outdoor laboratory for CDF research projects and
encourage investigations by other agencies and educational
institutions. Use study results to improve forest practices
both in the Forest and statewide.
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RECREATION

INTRODUCTION

The legislation creating state forests (Public Resources Code
4631-4664) and Board of Forestry policy both state that
recreation is to be an integral part of the Demonstration State
Forest Program. In addition, SDSF's enabling legislation, AB
1965, states that public enjoyment and open access are to be
provided. SDSF's recreational management goal is to provide for
uses that are compatible and integrated with resource protection,
public education, and forest management while following the
guidelines of AB 1965 and Board of Forestry policy.

Prior to state acquisition of SDSF in 1988, the property was
privately owned and used primarily by the owners, their guests,
neighbors bordering the property, and frequent trespassers.

Users consisted of equestrians, motorcycle riders, four-wheel
drive enthusiasts, hunters, target shooters, and a limited number
of hikers, mountain bikers, and campers.

Since the establishment of SDSF, recreational use of the Forest
has changed. Current groups who utilize the forest are (in order
of use) mountain bikers, hikers and walkers, and equestrians.

The increase in mountain bikers has resulted from an overflow of
riders from The Forest of Nisene Marks State Park (TFNMSP) and
community awareness of a new riding place. Other recreational
users include picnickers, occasional mushroom gathering groups,
bird watchers, environmental organizations, a dog search and
rescue training organization, and people coming to enjoy the
forest environment. Nonmotorized public access is allowed during
daylight hours. Camping, campfires, hunting and the use of
firearms are not permitted at the present time.

The recreation plan, which will be completed following the
approval of this general plan, may call for development of one
rustic group campground for occasional use by groups using SDSF
for education, nature study, and recreation. Although the exact
location of the proposed campground has not been determined, it
may be located at one of four sites (Figure 13).

Current forest regulations prohibit all recreational motor
vehicle use. The primary grounds for this regulation are poor
road alignment and maintenance costs. Other reasons include
resource protection, safety, and fire prevention. The
enforcement of regulations has decreased the number of
motorcyclists to a few violators, and four-wheel drive enthusiast
use i1s now almost non-existent.

77



Recreational trails of SDSF and potential campground

locations.

Figure 13.
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THE RECREATION STUDY

To gain a better idea of current and future recreational

users, their views, and related issues, SDSF implemented a
recreation study which obtained information from the community
and current users. The study, intended to be the primary source
of citizen involvement in the recreational planning process, was
designed to develop recreational and forest management strategies
for SDSF. The results were to provide baseline information about
existing and potential recreational users that will be utilized
as more detailed recreation planning occurs.

The recreation study involved mailing gquestionnaires to all
individuals who share a boundary with the Forest or live nearby.
Additionally, different user groups who frequent the Forest were
asked to fill out surveys while visiting SDSF. Information about
the Recreation Study and the guestionnaire were also published in
the Mountain Network News, the Summit community's local
newspaper. Of the 6,600 individual questionnaires distributed,
800 were returned.

RESULTS

Included here is a partial summary of the findings and
recommendations from the study, and what the staff has done to
address these issues. For complete details see the Soquel
Demonstration State Forest Recreation Study Final Report (McNally
and Hester, 1993).

Access

* Findings: Recreational access is currently a significant
problem. Many users trespass through private property to
enter and leave the Forest. At this time, only one remote,
legal access point that provides parking exists. This
entry, the main entrance to SDSF, consists of an easement
across private property and is subject to winter closures.
Furthermore, those who do not use trails (e.g., physically
challenged individuals) are limited to using the edge of the
Forest only.

* Recommendations: Providing alternative access requires a
complete analysis of access needs and an assessment of land
available for easement or acquisition. Accommodating
non-trail users should be a consideration in future
recreation and education planning.

* Actions To Date: Forest patrols have been increased and
citations to trespassers have been issued. Publishers of
trail guides have been contacted to correct errors and
promote an accurate depiction of public access routes.
Additionally, loop trails have been developed to reduce
trespass. Alternative access routes are being evaluated; a
comprehensive analysis within the context of a detailed
recreation plan is needed.
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Signs and Maps

*

Findings: A number of survey respondents felt that the
Forest needs more directional signs and a better map for
orientation purposes.

Recommendations: A map that correctly depicts Forest
trails, roads, and access points is a high priority. More
clearly visible signs should be placed throughout the
Forest, including the entrance at Highland Way.

Actions To Date: All high-use loop trails as well as the
entrance and main road have been signed and the SDSF
brochure and map have been redesigned to correct previous
shortcomings.

Shooting and Hunting

*

Findings: Illegal shooting at Rattlesnake Gulch, private
property across Highland Way from the Forest, is a detriment
to Forest visitors. Gunfire can be heard throughout the
Forest and many users find this unnerving. Additionally,
the noise and danger of gunfire reduces the quality of
users' forest experiences.

Recommendations: No recommendations were made to resolve
the shooting problem at Rattlesnake because the area is not
within state control.

Actions To Date: The Forest staff has worked extensively
with the landowner, County Board of Supervisors, Planning
and Public Works Departments, and sheriff's office to solve
this problem. The area has now been gated and fenced,
reducing the problem significantly. Observed target
shooters at Rattlesnake Gulch were asked to leave and
informed of local shooting ranges.

Neighbors' Concerns

*

Findings: Some neighbors are concerned that recreation and
timber harvesting will disrupt their quality of 1life in the
mountain community. They are worried that too many people
will come from the larger metropolitan areas and impact
their roads, increase fire danger, and vandalize property.
Some individuals have expressed concern regarding excessive
noise and their views being destroyed by timber harvesting.

Recommendations: Every effort should be made to consider
the impact of proposed management activities on surrounding
neighbors. Work with the community to aid in their
understanding of SDSF as public land with certain legislated
mandates that include education, public use, and logging. A
demonstration that includes visual impact analysis for
preparation of timber harvests could be considered.
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Actions To Date: Several public meetings and tours have
been conducted to discuss SDSF mandates and hear public
concerns. Access issues are being investigated and detailed
recreation and timber management planning are proposed.
Motor vehicle use within the Forest is restricted, limiting
the types and levels of recreational use.

The Forest of Nisene Marks State Park

*

Findings: Sharing a common boundary with TFNMSP is positive
and offers prime recreational opportunities for both
facilities. Recreationists, particularly mountain bikers
and hikers, are starting to use both facilities in one
outing. Some people think the Forest is part of TFNMSP.
Management staff of both facilities have a good working
relationship with one another.

Recommendations: The relationship between TFNMSP and the
Forest has much potential. Thinking of the common boundary
as one when problem solving could lead to beneficial
solutions for both facilities, extending the State's
resources that much further.

Actions To Date: Managers of both facilities meet regularly
to share information and solve common problems,
strengthening their relationship. As a result of this
alliance, the new map has been updated to reflect the
connections of the Ridge Trail in SDSF with the Aptos Creek
Fire Trail of TFNMSP.

Forestry Education

*

Findings: There is an encouraging level of interest in the
Forest's educational potential. Local teachers are
interested in bringing classes out to the Forest and local
residents like the idea of educating the general public
about the environment.

Recommendations: Recreational users should be included in
the Forestry Education program. Rest stops for different
user groups will need to be located so that interpretive
materials can be distributed to all recreationists.

Actions To Date: Outreach programs have been initiated with
local schools and natural history organizations. Forest
staff members offer verbal educational information to the
public, both in the office and out in the Forest.

Multi-Use Trails

*

Findings: Currently, SDSF does not suffer the problems and
conflicts experienced on other public lands that allow
hiking, horseback riding, and mountain biking on the same
trails.
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* Recommendations: Successful multi-use trail systems are
rare. The State Forest should work to become a model in
effective multi-use trail management. The satisfaction of
all user groups should be closely monitored.

* Actions To Date: Forest trails are open to all user groups
and trail etiquette is stressed to Forest wvisitors. A Trail
Use And Safety Guide has been developed to foster
cooperative use and reduce trespass problems.

EXISTING FACILITIES

TRAIL SYSTEM

The trail system of SDSF consists mostly of old logging roads
that have been reopened (Figure 13). Currently, many of the
trails are not completely contained within the State Forest.

Some trails lead from the State Forest to the State Park and
others end at private land. Some trails do connect with other
trails, however, and can be used as loop trails. Loop trails are
necessary to the trail system as they keep visitors inside the
Forest and direct them back through the State Park or to Highland
Way, instead of onto private property.

Trails are shared by all recreational users, except for one
half-mile of Ridge Trail between Corral Trail and TFNMSP. Horses
are not allowed on this upper section to keep them from entering
the Park, as they are not permitted due to deed restrictions.

Trail Descriptions

Ridge Trail - 3.3 miles
Ridge trail leads from TFNMSP at the southeast corner of the
State Forest and follows Santa Rosalia Ridge to Sawpit
Trail. It meanders along the common boundary between the
State Forest and TFNMSP. This trail is the only other legal
public access route to the Forest aside from the main
entrance at Highland Way.

Sulphur Springs Trail - 1.5 miles
This trail starts on Hihn's Mill Road and goes up to Ridge
Trail. It was constructed in the 1870's to access the
Sulphur Springs Resort. The trail passes remnant cold
springs, but all of the old resort buildings have been
destroyed or removed. This route also serves as an
emergency vehicular access to the helipad on Santa Rosalia
Ridge.

Corral Trail - 1.7 miles
Corral trail starts at Sulphur Springs Trail and connects
with Ridge Trail toward the southeast end of the Forest. It
is named for an old corral, less than half way up the trail,
that was used by the Sulphur Springs Resort to house their
livestock.
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Tractor Trail - 1.5 miles

This trail was constructed in 1934 when logging methods
changed from steam donkey to crawler tractor. It was the
first logging road developed to access the slopes of Santa
Rosalia Ridge. It starts at Hihn's Mill Road and ends at
Ridge Trail.

Sawpit Trail - 1.2 miles

Long

This trail is the most recently developed trail in the
Forest. It starts at Hihn's Mill Road and connects with
Ridge Trail. It is located one-half mile east of the picnic
area at Badger Springs. There is a sawpit along the trail
that was used before the turn of the century for cutting
logs into lumber.

Ridge Trail - 1.5 miles

This trail starts on Hihn's Mill Road and travels to Long
Ridge Road. The last 0.1 mile is on private property. This
trail is primarily used by neighboring equestrians.

OTHER FACILITIES

Picnic Areas

The Badger Springs picnic site was the first such area in
the Forest and was established long before the State assumed
management. This area is very scenic and, consequently, is
a common destination for Forest visitors. Badger Springs is
located along Hihn's Mill Road in the alluvial flats of the
East Branch of Soquel Creek. The site has several picnic
tables, a few log benches, and 13 hitching posts for horses.
On the opposite side of the road is the Forest's two-acre
old-growth redwood grove.

Other picnic area locations are the Forest entrance, Sulphur
Springs, and on Ridge Trail between Sulphur Springs Trail
and Tractor Trail.

Outhouses

Sign

There were two portable outhouses in the Forest that have
been removed due to budget cuts. They may be brought back
if funding becomes available. Alternatively, permanent
structures may be constructed if designated by future
recreation planning.

Boards

There are three information boards in the Forest that
provide brochures, maps, and public information for
vigsitors. The boards are located just inside the Highland
Gate entrance, at the Badger Springs picnic area, and on
Ridge Trail at the southeast edge of the Forest. The Ridge
Trail sign board also provides TFNMSP information as it lies
on the boundary between the Park and the Forest.
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Parking Area
There is one parking area located just outside the Highland
Gate entrance. This area is not in SDSF, but the State has
a public-use easement with the owners, Roger and Michelle
Burch. The parking area is closed in the winter as it does
not have an all-weather surface and is susceptible to damage
by motorcycle and four-wheel drive vehicle use. Currently,
winter visitors park at turnouts along Highland Way.

PUBLIC COMMENTS AND CONCERNS

Many comments and opinions were gathered during the Recreation
Study. Appendix A of the study's final report contains all of
the results of the questionnaire as well as comments and concerns
of users and neighbors. The major public concerns, such as
access, are addressed in the Results portion of this chapter's
Recreation Study section as well as in the study itself. For
detailed comments, refer to Soquel Demonstration State Forest
Recreation Study Final Report.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

1. Public safety will be emphasized in all patrol and
management planning activities. Violators of Forest
regulations will be cited. Prohibited activities include
use of motor vehicles within SDSF, camping or fires without
a permit, entering closed areas, and fishing (per Department
of Fish and Game Regulationsg). The Forest is also
administratively closed to shooting and hunting.

2. In accordance with Board of Forestry policy, recreational
facilities will be maintained with minimal development,
preserving the rustic and informal characteristics of the
Forest. Periodic assessments will be made to ensure that
facilities meet users' needs while remaining as natural as
possible.

3. Regular maintenance will be provided to ensure the upkeep
and safe conditions of all existing facilities, including
picnic tables, signboards, parking areas, and trails.
Periodic inspection of recreational facilities will be
performed by Forest staff and supplemented by communication
with visitors regarding the condition of these facilities.

4. Recreation will be coordinated to achieve integration and
compatibility with timber management, resource protection,
demonstration and education, and the neighboring community.
Demonstrations will show how recreation and timber
harvesting, two seemingly conflicting management objectives,
can be integrated. Interpretive resources will explain the
basics of forest management and the need to protect
sensitive resources. In addition, visitors will be directed
away from private property through circulation patterns
(loop trails), use of proper signing (directional,
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regulation, no trespassing), and keeping forest attractions
away from private property boundaries.

SDSF will be managed to provide positive experiences for all
recreational users. Forestry education will be an integral
part of the recreation experience. Proper trail etiquette
between mountain bikers, equestrians, and hikers will be
encouraged through signs, educational information, and
patrol by staff and volunteers.

Management will strive to reduce recreational development
and recreational use impacts in SDSF's riparian areas. The
majority of riparian areas in the Forest are not suited for
recreational use and will not be developed. Remaining
areas, however, will not be foreclosed to recreational use
or forestry education options. Any recreational
improvements in riparian areas will be based on
site-specific evaluations.

PLANNED ACTIONS

Additional recreation planning beyond the scope of this
General Forest Management Plan is needed. A detailed and
comprehensive Recreation Plan shall be developed based on
the results of the Recreation Study. The new plan will
offer solutions to existing conflicts, including access and
user circulation patterns. Additionally, alternatives for
recreational use such as hunting and a rustic group
campground will be considered and safety concerns and hazard
mitigation examined.

Recreational development levels that allow the maintenance
of SDSF's rustic qualities will be determined through the
proposed Recreation Plan. Public input into development
levels shall be encouraged.

Establish special volunteer programs to enhance recreational
opportunities. Programs which incorporate docents to help
with interpretation and forest education (see the
Demonstration and Education chapter) and patrol the forest
via foot, horse, or mountain bike. Facility development and
maintenance will be coordinated with demonstration and
education programs.

Conduct ongoing patrols of riparian areas including those
with existing facilities to enforce prohibitions on
vandalism and other damage to riparian habitat related to
public use. Implement additional restrictions on public use
as needed. (Refer to Appendix C, Monitoring Plan.)

Record and compile descriptions of all reported nuisances
caused by public users at SDSF or on adjacent ownerships
including, but not limited to, trespass, vandalism,
littering, and noise. Implement additional restrictions on
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public use as needed. (Refer to Appendix C, Monitoring
Plan.)

Compile annual estimates of public use of SDSF in user days

using camping records, surveys, and other information.
(Refer to Appendix C, Monitoring Plan.)
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RESOURCE PROTECTION

FIRE PROTECTION

The San Mateo-Santa Cruz Ranger Unit Chief is responsible for
fire protection in the State Forest. The Forest Manager, the
Operations Officer-South, and the local CDF Battalion Chief will
work together to ensure an adequate fire protection program is in
place for SDSF. In addition, the Forest staff will work with
other agencies as needed to provide fire protection for the
Forest.

FIRE HISTORY

A 50-year fire history (1929-1979) of the Santa Cruz Mountains
was compiled by Jason Greenlee in 1981. The area which is now
SDSF was included in the study, and the following fires occurred
during that 50-year period:

1933 - 240 acres burned in the Amaya Drainage.

1936 - 54 acres burned along Santa Rosalia Ridge between
Tractor Trail and Sawpit Trail.

1936 - 118 acres burned in the Hinkley Basin, with
approximately 25 acres in the Forest, along the
ridgeline at the top of Sulphur Springs Trail.

1938 - 87 acres burned along the upper portion of Sulphur
Springs Trail.

1957 - 168 acres burned from Highland Way to Hihn's Mill
Road, just east of Ashbury Gulch. Approximately
50 acres were in the Forest.

The exact causes of these fires are not known, but it is believed
that logging practices of the past, coupled with high risk
machinery and equipment, caused most of them. Phil Mason, a
long-time local resident, remembers that the 1933 fire was caused
by a steam donkey engine that caught fire, burning the Amaya
Drainage.

Modern logging methods and equipment are much safer from a fire
perspective, and the risk of fire has been greatly reduced. This
is evident from the lack of fires in the Forest during the last
30 years. The only known recent fire occurred in 1970 when the
High Bridge, at the southwest edge of the Forest, was set on fire
by an arsonist.

The most recent large fire in the area was the Lexington Fire in

July of 1985. Though not in the State Forest, the fire's impact
to the Summit mountain community was severe enough to mention
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here. An arsonist started the fire which burned 13,800 acres in
the Los Gatos Creek Drainage (600 acre